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If  you  live  on  the  fourth  floor  of 
St.  Mary’s,  you  climb  seventy-two 
steps  at  least  four  times — more  prob¬ 
ably  six  or  seven — each  day.  But  even 
when  seniority  wins  you  a  room  on  the 
second  floor  and  only  thirty-one  steps 
separate  you  from  Chapel  and  Prayer 
Hall,  the  sight  of  the  spiralling  stair¬ 
well  remains  a  familiar  pattern  of  sun- 
filtered  iron  railing  criss-crossing  the 
terraza  surface. 

But  more  than  a  pattern  of  fanciful 
design,  it  makes  you  relive  days  when 
those  stairs  loomed  up  ahead  forbid¬ 
dingly,  when  plodding  upwards  seemed 
drudgery.  Other  memories  quickly  dis¬ 
place  the  drearier  ones  —  of  lighter 
days,  when  a  two-at-a-time  skip  pro¬ 
claimed  your  contentment  with  God’s 
earth,  your  peace  with  God. 

Somewhat  akin  to  the  pattern  are 
those  steps  that  once  shut  us  off  from 
the  tweed-suit  life  left  behind,  the  cler¬ 
ical  steps  that  draw  us  nearer  to  our 
priestly  goal.  Once  they  towered  ahead 
insurmountable;  we  found  difficult  days 
and  serene  ones.  Yet  our  eyes  always 
focus  on  the  last  three  steps  at  the 
top  and,  with  God’s  grace,  we  perse¬ 
vere:  they  lead  to  the  Altar. 
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NEARLY  forty  years  of  devotion, 
labor,  and  service  to  his  “Fam¬ 
ily”  in  Colorado  is  the  record  of  Fr. 
Joseph  Trudel,  a  Sulpician  priest  of 
the  Canadian  province,  who  since  1914 
has  been  working  in  the  Diocese  of 
Denver.  Father  Trudel’s  official  title 
is  that  of  Chaplain  of  Mercy  Hospital 
in  Denver.  But  he  is  much  more  than 
this;  unofficially  he  is  the  “Little 
Padre”  of  the  Spanish-Americans  in 
Colorado. 

Father  Trudel  began  his  priestly 
life  as  a  Sulpician  in  Montreal,  his  na¬ 
tive  city,  in  1901.  He  taught  at  the 
Grand  Seminary  until  1914,  when  fail¬ 
ing  health  dictated  a  climatic  change. 
In  Colorado  he  found  both  the  climate 
he  needed  and  boundless  opportunity 
for  the  release  of  his  religious  zeal. 
Assigned  first  as  chaplain  of  St.  Fran¬ 
cis  Hospital,  Colorado  Springs,  his  at¬ 
tention  was  soon  fastened  on  the  spir¬ 
itual  needs  of  the  neglected  Spanish- 
Americans. 

During  his  forty  years  in  Colorado 


Father  Trudel  has  carried  his  priestly 
care  to  thousands  of  Spanish-Ameri¬ 
cans  throughout  the  entire  state.  As 
but  one  example  of  his  tireless  efforts 
in  their  behalf  we  note  that  during  a 
six  year  period  in  Fort  Collins  he  man¬ 
aged  to  establish  the  Spanish  speak¬ 
ing  parish  of  the  Holy  Family,  build 
a  church,  erect  a  school,  and  establish 
seven  mission  chapels  in  the  outlying 
districts  of  the  Fort. 

Since  1936  Father  Trudel  has  been 
stationed  at  Mercy  Hospital,  Denver. 
But  his  interest  in  the  Spanish-Ameri¬ 
cans  has  not  flagged.  A  year  ago  he 
gathered  his  congregation  of  Spanish- 
Americans  together  in  a  chapel  built 
of  two  box  cars  donated  by  the  Union 
Pacific  Railroad.  Some  months  ago  a 
second  chapel  was  begun ;  this  was 
formed  of  two  abandoned  street  cars, 
the  gift  of  the  Denver  Tramway  Com¬ 
pany.  In  the  first  chapel  Father  Tru¬ 
del  says  two  Masses  every  Sunday,  and 
in  the  second,  with  due  permission,  he 
says  a.  third  Mass. 
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"The  faithful  are  invited  to  come,  in  great  numbers,  to  Rome,  the  second 
home  of  every  member  of  the  family  of  the  faithful  ...  to  the  Father  that 
awaits  them  with  tender  affection  and  with  open  arms.  .  . 

"And  let  these  pilgrimages  not  be  made  with  the  mentality  of  those 
who  travel  for  pleasure,  but  with  the  spirit  of  piety  that  animated  the  faith¬ 
ful  in  ages  past,  who,  overcoming  obstacles  of  all  kinds,  came  to  Rome,  often 
afoot,  to  wash  away  their  sins  with  the  tears  of  sorrow  and  to  implore  of 
God  pardon  and  peace  .  .  .” 

Pope  Pius  XII 

From  Apostolic  Bull  Promulgating 
the  Jubilee,  May  26,  1949 
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CRUSADE  TO 

ROME 


IT  would  be  a  mistake  to  say  today,  as  was 
said  of  old,  that  all  roads  lead  to  Rome.  Ob¬ 
viously  some  do  not — a  curtain  cuts  them 
off.  The  Russian  satellite  nations,  according  to 
a  Vatican  informant,  will  not  permit  their 
Roman  Catholic  citizens  to  visit  Rome  during 
the  Holy  Year.  Lamentable  though  this  may  be, 
we  well  can  see  the  worldly  wisdom  of  this  Com¬ 
munist  restriction,  for  during  1950  the  Catholic 
Church,  arch-enemy  of  Communism,  will  shine 
forth  in  all  her  glory  to  attract  men  and  nations, 
enlightening  their  minds,  inflaming  their  hearts, 
and  filling  their  spiritual  voids  with  happiness 
and  peace.  And  Communism,  despite  its  ham¬ 
mer  of  hate  and  sickle  of  power,  can  little  afford 
the  competition  of  the  embrace  of  love  and  the 
persuasiveness  of  truth — the  only,  yet  invinci¬ 
ble,  weapons  of  the  Church. 

There  is  no  mistake  in  saying,  however,  that 
no  path  anywhere  in  the  world — whether  of 
land,  sea,  or  air — will  be  more  heavily  traversed 
this  year  than  that  to  Rome.  From  the  time  of 
the  opening  of  the 'Holy  Door  on  Christmas  Eve 
past  until  its  closing  on  Christmas  Eve  next, 
more  than  three  million  pilgrims  will  visit  the 
Eternal  City.  A  great  number  of  the  one-third 
that  is  coming  from  outside  Italy  itself  will  be 
from  America.  What  will  we  of  the  “Land  of 
Liberty”  thereby  enjoy  that  is  denied  to  the 
unfortunate  souls  in  the  Russian  sphere  of  dom¬ 
ination?  Or,  how  will  our  wise  and  loving 
Mother  spread  her  mantle  of  protection  and 
comfort  over  those  of  her  children  forcibly  kept 
from  her  embrace,  as  well  as  on  those  able  to 
kneel  at  her  feet?  Upon  this  two-fold  focal  point 
the  story  of  the  Holy  Year  centers. 

To  begin  at  the  beginning,  calling  history  to 
testify,  the  origin  of  the  Christian  Holy  Year 
bears  the  ever-intriguing  Augustinian  charac¬ 
teristic,  mysterium  est.  Our  history  of  it  dates 
back  to  1299.  One  version  has  it  that  pilgrims 
poured  into  Rome  in  such  great  numbers  that 


the  Vatican  officials,  knowing  of  no  special  occa¬ 
sion  to  warrant  their  coming,  were  amazed.  The 
climax  came  when  Pope  Boniface  VIII  appeared 
at  Vespers  on  Christmas  Day  of  1299.  From  the 
enormous  crowd  assembled  in  St.  Peter’s  Ba¬ 
silica  for  the  cermony  came  the  plea,  “Give  us 
your  blessing  before  we  die.  We  have  heard 
from  those  of  old  that  every  hundredth  year 
every  Christian  who  shall  visit  the  bodies  of  the 
Blessed  Apostles,  Peter  and  Paul,  is  freed  from 
the  stain  of  sin  and  from  its  punishment.”  An 
immediate  inquiry  into  the  origin  of  the  belief 
failed  to  disclose  an  explanation,  but  one  pil¬ 
grim,  107  years  old,  recalled  coming  with  his 
father  at  the  beginning  of  the  last  century  to 
obtain  the  indulgence.  The  belief  was  undoubt¬ 
edly  wide-spread  and  long-standing.  Pope  Boni¬ 
face  called  a  consistory  of  Cardinals  to  investi¬ 
gate  the  tradition,  who,  although  they  were  un¬ 
able  to  discover  documents  or  definite  evidence 
for  it,  concluded  that  the  Christian  tradition 
must  be  an  outgrowth  of  the  Mosaic  Jubilee 
Year. 

In  the  Jewish  Law,  according  to  God’s  wish 
that  men  be  equal  in  His  sight  and  reminded  of 
the  Goodness  that  made  them  and  the  Goodness 
that  awaits  them,  slaves  received  their  freedom, 
debts  were  cancelled,  and  the  land  reverted  to 
its  original  owners  every  fiftieth  year.  Feeling 
that  the  strong  faith  and  ardent  hope  of  the  pil¬ 
grims  should  not  go  unrewarded,  Pope  Boniface 
drawing  upon  the  “Power  of  Keys”  entrusted 
to  St.  Peter  and  his  successors,  issued  a  Bull 
on  February  22,  1300.  By  this  he  granted  the 
petitions  of  the  pilgrims,  imparting  to  the  year 
1300  and  every  centenary  thereafter  a  plenary 
indulgence  to  whomsoever  should  make  a  good 
confession  and  visit  the  Churches  of  St.  Peter 
and  St.  Paul — daily  for  30  days,  if  inhabitants 
of  Rome;  for  15  days  if  from  elsewhere. 

He  declared  every  hundredth  year  a  Jubilee 
year  rather  than  every  fiftieth,  as  was  the  Mo- 
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saic  custom,  because  the  faithful  believed  that 
it  was  on  every  centenary  of  Our  Savior’s  birth 
that  the  indulgence  was  granted,  and  because 
he  desired  to  promote  the  Crusade  indulgence 
by  allowing  the  pilgrimage  to  the  Eternal  City 
to  replace  that  to  the  Holy  Land.  In  response 
to  the  Pope’s  invitation  overwhelming  crowds 
— seldom  less  than  100,000  at  a  time — streamed 
into  Rome  that  year.  Dante  Alighieri,  himself 
one  of  the  2,000,000  pilgrims,  described  the 
event  in  his  immortal  Divine  Comedy. 

With  the  passage  of  years  and  the  turn  of 
events  various  changes  have  taken  place  in  the 
time  and  manner  of  celebration,  but  the  funda¬ 
mental  Christmas-to-Christmas  commemoration 
and  the  ultimate  purpose  of  sanctification  of 
souls  has  ever  remained.  During  the  Avignon 
Captivity,  upon  the  petition,  among  others,  of 
St.  Bridget  of  Sweden  and  the  poet  Petrarch, 
in  regard  for  the  shortness  of  the  span  of  man’s 
life,  Pope  Clement  VI  reduced  the  centennial 
commemoration  of  the  Nativity  to  fifty  years, 
proclaiming  1350  the  second  Jubilee  Year.  In 
so  doing  he  restored  conformity  between  the 
Mosaic  and  Christian  Jubilee  Years.  He  added 
visiting  St.  John  Lateran  Basilica  as  an  indul¬ 
gence  requirement.  Although  he  did  not  journey 
to  Rome  himself,  he  sent  his  delegate,  and  in 
1351,  in  response  to  requests  from  several 
rulers,  he  permitted  the  gaining  of  the  indul¬ 
gence  within  Hungary  and  England. 

Commemorating  the  return  of  the  Popes  to 
their  beloved  Rome,  Pope  Urban  VI  proclaimed 
1390  an  extraordinary  Jubilee  year,  intending, 
too,  that  the  Holy  Year  strengthen  the  unity  of 
the  Church,  at  that  time  facing  the  11  Schism  of 
the  West.”  In  view  of  Christ’s  age  and  the 
average  span  of  man’s  life,  he  reduced  the  in¬ 
terval  from  50  to  30  years  and  added  St.  Maria 
Maggiore  to  the  list  of  Basilicas  to  be  visited. 
(Both  changes  had  been  contemplated  by  his 
predecessor.)  Pope  Boniface  IX,  succeeding 
Pope  Urban  VI  (who  died  just  prior  to  the  Holy 

Holy  Year  hostelries  rise  in  the  shadow  of  the  Vatican 


Year  he  proclaimed),  extended  the  Jubilee  in¬ 
dulgence  to  Milan,  Munich,  and  Cologne  under 
the  condition  of  alms  for  the  restoration  of  the 
Vatican  Basilica  and  for  war  against  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  the  Church— at  that  time  the  kings  of 
Naples. 

The  fourth  Holy  Year,  intended  to  mark  the 
return  to  unity  after  the  western  schism,  oc¬ 
curred  in  1423  during  the  pontificate  of  Pope 
Martin  V,  but,  due  to  pestilence  and  the  devas¬ 
tated  conditions  of  Rome  resulting  from  the 
long  absence  of  the  Popes,  it  attracted  few  pil¬ 
grims. 

Pope  Nicholas  V  reverted  to  the  fifty-year 
period  proclaiming  1450  the  fifth  Jubilee  Year; 
because  of  the  huge  crowds  of  pilgrims,  he  re¬ 
duced  the  basilican  visits  to  five  days,  then 
three,  and  finally,  two. 

Although  in  1470  Pope  Paul  II  decreed  that 
the  next  ordinary  Jubilee  year  should  be  in  1475 
and  every  twenty-five  years  thereafter  (our  cur¬ 
rent  practice),  his  successor,  Pope  Sixtus  IV. 
celebrated  the  first  of  these  twenty-five  year 
Jubilees,  declaring  as  its  intention  the  mercy 
of  God  upon  the  strife-torn  world.  He  also  or¬ 
dained  that  the  indulgence  could  be  gained  upon 
visiting  the  four  churches  of  Bologne. 

A  very  solemn  Jubilee  ushered  in  the  year 
1500.  Pope  Alexander  VI  introduced  the  Holy 
Door  ceremony  at  each  of  the  four  basilicas  to 
open  and  close  the  year.  He  also  proclaimed  the 
ringing  of  the  more  than  four  hundred  bells  in 
Rome  for  two  hours  on  the  three  days  before 
Christmas.  This  1500  Holy  Year  was  the  last 
held  in  the  ancient  St,  Peter’s,  for  in  1506  the 
1100  year  old  church  was  torn  down  and  only 
the  crypt  was  preserved.  These  same  solemn 
ceremonies,  now  650  years  old,  welcomed  in  the 
1950  year  of  God’s  grace. 

Pope  Clement  VII  abolished  the  conditions  of 
alms,  added  certain  rubrics  to  the  Holy  Door 
ceremony,  and  appointed  five  Our  Fathers  as  a 
condition  for  each  visit  to  the  four  churches  in 
the  year  1525. 

The  tenth  Holy  Year  was  proclaimed  by  Pope 
Paul  III,  but  his  death  in  November,  1549,  de¬ 
layed  the  traditional  Christmas  Eve  ceremony 
until  Pope  Julius  III  was  installed  early  in  1550. 
The  Counter  Reformation  and  the  return  of 
heretics  to  the  Church  were  the  intentions  for 
which  St,  Ignatius  Loyola,  St.  Francis  Borgia, 
Michelangelo,  and  the  many  pilgrims  from  the 
world  over  prayed  that  year. 

The  new  ceremony  of  sounding  silver  trum¬ 
pets  (a  Mosaic  custom)  proclaimed  the  Holy 
Year  of  1575  presided  over  by  Pope  Gregory 
XII.  Besides  adding  the  Angelus  to  the  required 
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prayers,  he  dispensed  the  persecuted  English 
Catholics  from  the  pilgrimage,  permitting  their 
recitation  of  fifteen  rosaries  if  sacramental  con¬ 
fession  was  impossible  for  fulfillment  of  the  in¬ 
dulgence  requirements. 

From  the  Jubilee  year  1600  through  1775  the 
ceremonies  and  pilgrimages  were  regularly  and 
religiously  observed  with  few  changes  or  special 
circumstances.  In  1799,  however,  because  of  the 
impossible  conditions  of  travel  following  the 
French  Revolution,  Pope  Pius  VII  deemed  it 
imprudent  to  proclaim  1800  a  Holy  Year. 

With  comparative  peace  in  1825,  Pope  Leo 
XII,  although  very  ill,  personally  led  his  rever¬ 
ent  and  loving  spiritual  sons  and  daughters  on 
pilgrimage  to  the  holy  shrines.  Civil  wars  and 
political  disturbances  in  Italy  forced  Pius  IX 
again  to  abandon  the  Jubilee  in  1850.  Beginning 
in  1870  the  next  five  popes  became  “voluntary 
prisoners”  of  the  Vatican  at  the  hands  of  the 
new  Italian  government,  and  consequently  the 
Jubilee  Yrear  1875  went  uncelebrated.  The  in¬ 
dulgence,  however,  was  granted  to  those  in 
Rome  or  elsewhere  who  performed  certain  acts 
of  piety. 

The  Holy  Years  1900,  under  Pope  Leo  XIII, 
and  1925,  under  Pope  Pius  XI,  were  limited  in 
scope,  although  Pope  Pius  XI  tried  to  see  per¬ 
sonally.  every  pilgrim  and  gave  his  Apostolic 
Blessing  to  more  than  1,000,000  faithful  who 
genuflected  before  him.  On  the  occasion  of  the 
Concordat  with  the  Italian  State  in  1929  and 
in  commemoration  of  the  fiftieth  year  of  his 
ordination,  Pope  Pius  XI  decreed  1929  a  Holy 
Year.  Again  in  1933  he  proclaimed  the  third 
Holy  Year  of  his  Pontificate,  this  time  to  com¬ 
memorate  the  nineteenth  centenary  of  Our 
Lord’s  Passion,  Death,  and  Resurrection  and 
our  Redemption.  He  extended  this  extraordi¬ 
nary  Holy  Year  until  April  2,  1935. 

Besides  these  recent  special  Jubilee  years, 
there  have  been  other  extraordinary  Holy  Years 
marking  special  occasions.  That  of  1390  cele¬ 
brated  the  return  of  the  Popes  from  Avignon ; 
1560  marked  the  continuation  of  the  Council  of 
Trent;  peace  for  the  Church  in  Spain  occa¬ 
sioned  that  of  1842;  and  1870  heralded  the  Vati¬ 
can  Council.  Some  of  the  Popes  on  their  elec¬ 
tion  to  the  Papacy  granted  Jubilee  indulgences, 
the  period  lasting  for  thirty  days. 

Such  then,  is  the  history  of  the  Holy  Year. 
Through  six  and  one-half  centuries  Christ’s 
Vicar  on  earth  has  drawn  upon  the  Church’s 
vast  treasury  of  indulgences  to  bring  peace  and 
pardon  to  suffering  and  sinful  mankind.  Can 
he  do  less  today,  in  this  hour  of  surging  hopes 
yet  seeming  despair?  The  graces  are  there, 


now  .as  before ;  the  difficulties  have  been  faced, 
then  as  now.  Surely  our  knowledge  of  the  past 
gives  us  well-founded  hope  in  the  future. 

We  can  truly  say  that  this,  the  twenty-fifth, 
will  shine  as  the  most  glorious  of  all  the  Jubi¬ 
lees.  According  to  custom,  Our  Holy  Father 
Pius  XII  inaugurated  the  1950  Holy  Year  with 
the  colorful  ceremony  of  the  opening  of  the 
Holy  Door  at  St.  Peter’s  Basilica.  At  the  same 
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New  Saints  ivill  be  proclaimed  here  in  1950 


time  he  climaxed  a  year  of  triple  anniversaries, 
the  golden  jubilee  of  his  ordination  to  the 
Priesthood,  twentieth  year  of  his  elevation  to 
the  Cardinalate,  and  tenth  anniversary  of  his 
election  to  the  Papacy.  Through  the  year  he 
will  preside  at  twenty-six  or  more  solemn  cere¬ 
monies  in  St.  Peter’s  focusing  the  beauty  and 
grandeur  of  the  Church’s  rich  traditions  in  a 
majestic  panorama  before  today’s  pilgrims. 

The  first  of  these  was  the  opening  of  the  Holy 
Door  at  St.  Peter’s,  while  Cardinal-delegates 
were  performing  the  same  ceremony  at  the 
other  three  major  basilicas.  Preceded  by  a  pro¬ 
cession  unrivalled  in  pageantry  and  color  - — 
white-surpliced  Sistine  choristers,  Cardinals, 
Abbots,  and  Prelates  decked  in  their  purple  and 
scarlet,  Swiss  Guardsmen  resplendent  in  red 
and  yellow  Michelangelo-designed  uniforms, 
( Continued  on  page  29,  col.  1) 
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Entrusted  to  Our  Keeping 


by  the  Most  Rev.  Lawrence  J.  Shehan,  D.D. 


T  F  we  were  to  seek  that  period  in  which,  after 
the  Apostolic  Age,  the  priesthood  stood  at 
the  peak  of  its  glory,  undoubtedly  we  should 
select  that  which  began  with  the  choice  of 
St.  Ambrose  as  Bishop  of  Milan  in  the  year 
374  and  ended  with  the  death  of  Gregory  the 
Great  in  the  year  606.  In  those  years,  when 
Greco-Roman  civilization  was  visibly  crum¬ 
bling  and  the  machinery  of  imperial  govern¬ 
ment  was  ceasing  to  function,  when  the  bar¬ 
barians  first  stood  hammering  at  the  doors  of 
the  Empire  and  later  were  sweeping  across 
the  civilized  world  leaving  destruction  and 
chaos  in  their  wake,  men  of  outstanding  abil¬ 
ity  and  character  were  attracted  not  by  the 
opportunities  of  a  political  or  military  career 
but  by  the  priesthood.  Ambrose  and  Augustine, 
Leo  and  Benedict  and  Gregory  were  the  glory  of 
the  West.  In  the  East  Athanasius  was  already 
dead,  but  Basil,  the  two  Cappadocian  Gregories, 
and  Chrysostom  were  already  following  in  his 
footsteps.  Prescinding  for  the  moment  from 
the  supernatural  influence  of  their  divine  call, 
we  can  say  that  such  men  were  drawn  by  a  va¬ 
riety  of  causes.  They  must  have  seen,  from  evi¬ 
dence  as  clear  as  today’s,  that  enduring  happi¬ 
ness  is  nowhere  attainable  in  this  life ;  that 
inner  peace  can  come  only  from  the  teaching  of 
Christ;  that  man’s  hope  even  in  this  world  can 
be  found  only  in  the  establishment  of  the  King¬ 
dom  of  Heaven  and  in  building  the  City  of  God 
on  earth.  And  so,  standing  head  and  shoulders 
above  all  their  contemporaries  in  every  field, 
they  gave  themselves  without  reserve  to  the 
priesthood  of  Christ ;  and  in  doing  so  they,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  Fathers  and  Monks  of  the  West, 
laid  the  foundations  of  that  new  social  order 
which  was  to  bear  the  name  Christendom. 

It  has  often  been  noted  that  there  is  a  certain 
parallel  between  the  times  in  which  we  live  and 
that  era  which  marked  the  disintegration  of  the 
Roman  Empire.  Perhaps  the  word  parallel  is  a 
misnomer ;  for  I  believe  there  is  no  such  thing  as 
a  true  historic  parallel,  and  nothing  is  more 
misleading  than  modern  attempts  to  force  the 


facts  of  history  into  preconceived  patterns  dic¬ 
tated  by  philosophies  of  history.  But  that  there 
is  a  true  resemblance  between  these  two  eras 
no  one  can  deny. 

It  is  true,  the  modern  civilized  world  has 
never  attained  the  unity  of  the  Greco-Roman 
world  under  the  ancient  Empire.  But  the  mod¬ 
ern  world,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  it  has  been 
split  so  many  ways  by  nationalism,  by  religious 
differences  and  class  distinctions,  has  neverthe¬ 
less  been  unified  by  certain  dominant  ideas  held 
in  common  and  accepted  as  postulates  of  right- 
thinking.  Unquestioning  belief  in  natural  sci¬ 
ence,  not  merely  in  its  methods  but  also  in  its 
ability  to  solve  all  the  problems  of  man ;  belief 
in  the  perfectibility  of  human  nature,  and,  since 
the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  century,  in  the  all 
pervading  character  of  the  evolutionary  proc¬ 
ess  ;  absolute  reliance  on  human  reason,  even 
when  reason  came  to  deny  the  objective  validity 
of  the  rational  process ;  faith  in  the  democratic 
form  of  government,  or  perhaps  I  should  rather 
say  in  the  democratic  process — these  were  the 
ideas  which,  as  the  culture  of  the  West  ceased 
to  be  Christian,  became  everywhere  dominant 
and  supplied  a  certain  semblance  of  unity  to 
modern  Western  civilization.  It  is  this  Western 
Civilization,  which  long  ago  ceased  to  be  really 
Christian,  that  we  see  disintegrating.  Twice  in 
our  own  generation  it  has  sustained  blows  which 
have  rocked  it  almost  off  its  feet.  Twice  it  has 
seen  the  scientific  knowledge  and  power  it  has 
developed  grasped  by  an  enemy  and  wielded 
against  itself  with  deadly  effect.  Both  times 
that  civilization  with  almost  superhuman  effort 
rallied  its  forces  and  beat  back  the  enemy — but 
now  a  third  time  it  is  confronted  by  another 
totalitarian  foe,  equally  hostile  and  even  more 
dangerous.  It  is  indeed  almost  like  the  hordes 
of  barbarians  hammering  at  the  portals  of  the 
ancient  Empire.  Time  after  time  they  were 
driven  back,  but  in  the  end  the  Empire  suc¬ 
cumbed  and  Greco-Roman  civilization  ceased  to 
exist,  because  the  whole  social  structure  of  the 
ancient  world  had  been  fatally  weakened  by  cor- 
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ruption  and  decay.  And  the  truth  is  that  modern 
Western  Civilization  too  has  been  gradually  dis¬ 
integrating.  All  that  was  best  in  it  has  been 
derived  from  its  Christian  parentage.  A  realiza¬ 
tion  of  the  supreme  value  of  the  individual,  be¬ 
lief  in  man ’s  dignity,  in  his  freedom  and  in  the 
essential  equality  of  all  men  as  rational  crea¬ 
tures — these  formed  its  Christian  heritage.  The 
ideas  which  were  peculiar  to  Liberalism  were 
in  their  nature  destructive  of  the  ideal  which 
had  been  inherited  from  Christendom,  and  in 
the  end  they  could  only  lead  to  that  materialism 
which  finds  its  logical 
political  expression  in 
the  new  tyranny.  And 
just  as  Rome  could  find 
no  loyalty  for  its  de¬ 
fense  in  its  degenerate 
citizens  and  in  subjects 
who  were  themselves 
for  the  most  part  bar¬ 
barian,  so  too  now  the 
West  is  finding  that  it 
can  expect  no  loyalty  to 
the  ideals  of  liberty  and 
justice  and  human 
brotherhood  in  those 
who  are  the  willing 
slaves'  of  materialism. 

The  question  is  :  will  the 
West  turn  back  and  re¬ 
build  foundations  on 
which  its  civilization 
can  securely  rest  — 
foundations  which  can 
support  internal  social 
order  and  peace  among 
the  nations  of  the 
world? 

To  anyone  who  reflects  it  will  be  apparent 
that  the  main  cause  of  the  social  chaos  in  which 
we  are  rapidly  being  engulfed  is  to  be  found  in 
the  lack  of  fundamental  moral  principles,  with¬ 
out  which  the  whole  framework  of  social  rela¬ 
tionships  ultimately  ceases  to  exist.  The  basic 
reason  why  it  has  been  impossible  to  establish 
peace  is  that,  without  moral  principles  recog¬ 
nized  as  universally  binding,  there  can  be  no 
such  thing  as  effective  international  law.  A 
clear  grasp  of  moral  principles  and  the  deter¬ 
mination  to  act  on  them  would  have  at  least 
saved  our  own  country  and  the  other  nations  of 
the  West  from  those  fatal  mistakes  from  which 
we  now  suffer.  And  even  today  such  principles 
might  still  be  able  to  extricate  us  from  our  pres¬ 
ent  terrible  imbroglio.  But,  in  its  continued  re¬ 
jection  of  Christianity,  Western  Civilization  is 


continuing  to  destroy  the  foundations  of  its 
whole  social  structure,  and  there  are  compara¬ 
tively  few  who  are  attempting  to  arrest  the 
process.  In  our  own  country  hardly  half  of  our 
people  are  claimed  by  any  religious  denomina¬ 
tion,  and  of  those  who  are  claimed  it  is  a  ques¬ 
tion  how  many  have  retained  the  foundations 
of  belief.  About  a  year  ago  the  Protestant 
Churches  of  the  world  held  a  great  convention 
in  Amsterdam.  In  its  report  of  the  meeting  one 
of  the  great  journals  of  this  country,  which  had 
been  most  sympathetic  with  the  purpose  of  the 
gathering,  was  forced  to  admit  that 
the  delegates  were  unable  to  agree 
even  on  the  meaning  of  the  word 
Church.  They  expressed  concern 
over  the  peril  of  the  times;  they 
noted  the  lack  of  unity  everywhere 
manifest.  But  outside  of  a  few 
vague  generalities  there  was  no  in¬ 
dication  of  a  realization  that  our 
Western  Civilization,  if  it  is  to  be 
saved,  must  be  rebuilt  on  a  truly 
Christian  morality,  and  that  Chris¬ 
tian  morality  must  rest  on  Chris¬ 
tian  truth,  on  Christian  creed. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  throughout 
the  whole  modern  era  it  has  become 
increasingly  clear  that  there  is  only 
one  organization  in  the  world  which 
has  been  able  to  withstand  success¬ 
fully  the  onslaughts  of  the  forces  of 
unbelief  in  all  their  varying  forms 
— and  that  is  the  Catholic  Church. 
From  her  alone,  so  far  as  we  can 
see,  can  be  restored  to  the  mod¬ 
ern  world  the  religious  and  moral 
truths  without  which  there  is  no 
hope  of  a  stable  social  order.  If  this 
is  true  then  we  can  glimpse  the  terrible  respon¬ 
sibility  which  rests  upon  the  Church  and  the 
special  responsibility  which  devolves  upon  that 
priesthood  on  which  the  Church  has  been  found¬ 
ed.  Today,  not  less  than  in  the  days  of  Ambrose 
and  Augustine  and  Leo  and  Gregory,  the  future 
welfare  of  the  world,  of  all  civilization,  depends 
upon  the  Catholic  priesthood. 

Lest  this  view  of  the  priesthood  seem — as  it 
will  seem  to  many — the  extravagant  dream  of 
one  who  shares  the  priestly  office,  let  me  quote 
the  words  of  a  non-Catholic  who  can  hardly  be 
accused  of  bias.  In  his  latest  book,  Civilization 
On  Trial,  Mr.  Arnold  Toynbee  notes  the  possi¬ 
bility  that  all  civilization  will  be  destroyed 
through  atomic  warfare  —  a  possibility  which 
seems  to  draw  closer  with  the  announcement 
that  Russia  has  succeeded  in  achieving  atomic 
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fission  and  now  possesses  the  atomic  bomb.  But, 
leaving  aside  that  possibility,  he  says  that  the 
only  hope  for  Western  Civilization  rests  in 
the  Christian  Church.  “And,”  he  adds,  “the 
Church  herself  in  her  traditional  Catholic  form 
is  the  form  in  which  one  has  to  look  at  her.” 
And  lest  there  be  any  ambiguity  in  his  words  he 
goes  on  to  say:  “In  this  Catholic  form  I  see  two 
fundamental  institutions,  the  Sacrifice  of  the 
Mass  and  the  Hierarchy,  which  are  indissolubly 
welded  together  by  the  fact  that  the  priest  by 
definition  is  the  person  with  the  power  to  offer 
the  rite.  .  .  .  The  Church 
in  its  traditional  form,” 
he  continues,  “thus 
stands  forth  armed  with 
the  spear  of  the  Mass, 
the  shield  of  the  Hier¬ 
archy  and  the  helmet  of 
the  Papacy,  and  the 
subconscious  purpose — 
or  the  divine  intent,  if 
you  prefer  that  lan¬ 
guage — of  all  the  heavy 
panoply  of  institutions 
in  which  the  Church  has 
clad  herself  is  the  very  practical  one  of  outlast¬ 
ing  the  toughest  of  the  secular  institutions  of 
this  world  including  all  the  civilizations.” 

When  we  contemplate  the  dependence  of  civ¬ 
ilization  on  the  Church  on  the  one  hand  and  the 
great  stake  which  the  Church  has  in  the  devel¬ 
opment  and  maintenance  of  civilization  on  the 
other,  it  is  possible  to  discern  the  awful  respon¬ 
sibility  of  the  priesthood  in  the  world  today. 
But  how,  you  may  ask,  is  the  priesthood  to  ful¬ 
fill  that  responsibility!  I  would  begin  my  an¬ 
swer  by  pointing  out  the  fact  that  civilizations 
of  the  past  have  never  resulted  from  deliberate 
efforts  aimed  at  their  creation.  They  have  re¬ 
sulted,  so  far  as  we  are  able  to  read  the  records 
of  their  origin  and  early  development,  from  in¬ 
dividuals  and  groups  meeting  and  solving  the 
problems  of  social  life  one  by  one  as  they  oc¬ 
curred.  And  in  every  case,  as  Mr.  Christopher 
Dawson  has  so  well  shown,  their  origin  has  been 
intimately  connected  with  the  religious  beliefs, 
aspirations,  customs  and  institutions  of  a  peo¬ 
ple.  Individuals  by  their  efforts  have  risen  to 
leadership;  they  have  infused  into  the  masses 
certain  purposes  and  ideals ;  they  have  led  them 
step  by  step,  accumulating  the  gains  as  they 
have  advanced;  but  in  every  case  the  civiliza¬ 
tion  has  grown  gradually,  by  what  might  almost 
seem  a  natural  organic  growth,  until  at  last  it 
stood  forth  complete.  In  particular  I  would 
point  out  that  when  Ambrose  and  Leo  and  Au¬ 


gustine  and  Benedict  and  Gregory  set  out  on 
their  tasks,  their  purpose  (at  least  their  central 
purpose)  was  not  to  create  a  new  civilization ;  it 
was  simply  to  sanctify  their  own  lives,  to  dif¬ 
fuse  the  knowledge  of  Christ  and  His  teaching 
among  their  fellow  men  and  to  bring  to  them  the 
gift  of  salvation.  They  could  not  of  course  be 
blind  to  the  effects  the  diffusion  of  Christian 
principles  would  have  on  society.  Augustine  in 
particular  was  led  to  construct  a  philosophy  of 
history  and  a  whole  social  theory  based  on  the 
teachings  of  Christ.  But  the  task  each  one  set 

before  himself  was  not 
that  of  cultural  develop¬ 
ment  or  social  organiza¬ 
tion  in  any  secular  sense; 
it  was  the  obvious  one  of 
applying  the  teachings  of 
Christ  to  each  problem  as 
it  presented  itself,  leav¬ 
ing  in  the  hands  of  God 
the  accomplishment  of  His 
larger  designs.  So  must  it 
be  with  us.  We  do  indeed 
perceive  clearly  that  on 
the  success  of  the  Church’s 
work  depends  the  whole  future  of  civilization; 
but  the  task  of  each  of  us  is  to  carry  out  the 
obvious  work  of  the  priesthood  in  our  own  lit¬ 
tle  sphere,  confidently  leaving  to  God  the  task 
of  fitting  our  lives  and  our  work  into  His  own 
great  pattern. 

What  does  this  mean  to  us  as  individuals,  as 
priests  or  future  priests!  It  means  first  that 
we  must  be  conscious  that  through  Holy  Orders 
we  receive  the  very  imprint  of  Christ’s  own 
character.  It  is  in  no  mere  rhetorical  or  alle¬ 
gorical  sense  that  we  are  made  other  Christs. 
For  Christ’s  main  purpose  in  the  Mystery  of 
the  Incarnation  was  to  come  into  the  world  to 
offer  the  sacrifice  of  His  life  for  the  redemption 
of  mankind.  The  very  name  of  priest  which  we 
bear  (in  Latin  sacerdos )  means  that  we  are  or¬ 
dained  primarily  to  offer  sacrifice — the  one  true 
Sacrifice.  In  becoming  priests  we  share  Christ’s 
primary  role  of  priest,  and  daily  in  the  Sacrifice 
of  the  Mass  we  are  one  with  Christ  in  renewing 
the  eternal  Sacrifice  of  Mount  Calvary. 

Nor  has  Christ  been  content  to  share  with  us 
His  priesthood  only  in  its  formal  and  primary 
purpose.  He  has  seen  fit — not  for  our  own  glory 
but  for  the  good  of  the  souls  for  whom  He  shed 
His  Sacred  Blood — to  share  with  us  also  His 
power  of  forgiving  sin.  And  to  these  powers 
and  responsibilities  He  has  added  a  duty  which 
in  a  sense  is  even  more  fundamental,  that  of 

( Continued  on  page  22,  col.  3) 
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INDIA  WAITS 


THERE  is  an  ancient  tradition  in  the 
Church  that  Our  Lord  died  on  the  cross 
facing  the  West.  The  significance  of  this 
tradition  is  that  He  wanted  the  West  to  he  con¬ 
verted  first.  This  wish  has  been  fulfilled.  The 
entire  West  has  felt  the  effects  of  Christian  mis¬ 
sionary  activity.  Now  it  remains  for  us  to  con¬ 
vert  the  Orient. 

The  Occident  and  the  Orient  met  recently 
when  the  students  of  St.  Mary’s  had  the  good 
fortune  of  seeing  and  hearing  Father  Peter 
Vadachery,  a  native  of  India,  who  discussed  a 
few  of  the  problems  which  face  the  Church  in 
the  conversion  of  the  Indians.  The  presence  of 
this  obviously  zealous  priest  did  not  fail  to  ef¬ 
fect  a  re-awakening  on  at  least  two 
scores :  the  essential  unity  of  the  hu¬ 
man  race  and  its  corollary,  the  uncom¬ 
promising  catholicity  of  the  Church. 

This  was  evident  from  Father  Va¬ 
dachery ’s  summary  of  some  of  the 
philosophical  systems  that  have  been 
developed  in  India  throughout  the 
centuries,  systems  which  are  now  al¬ 
most  inseparable  from  the  Indian 
mentality.  The  Westerner  who  has  no 
more  than  a  cursory  acquaintance 
with  oriental  culture  cannot  fail  to 
see  how  unlike  our  own  it  is.  Yet,  in 
spite  of  striking  differences,  men  are 
so  much  alike.  They  rarely  fail  some¬ 
how  to  reach  a  few  basic  truths ;  they 
rarely  attain  infallibility.  Operatio  sequitur 
esse,  so  it  seems,  in  East  as  West. 

Father  Vadachery ’s  lecture  made  this  quite 
evident.  He  pointed  out  that  India  has  pos¬ 
sessed  an  extremely  high  culture  from  ancient 
times.  Their  philosophers  have  acquired  a  deep 
insight  into  the  nature  of  man,  ever  insisting 
that  man  is  destined  not  for  this  world,  but  for 
the  next.  Moreover,  most  of  them  have  consist¬ 
ently  had  a  clear  concept  of  the  duality  of  hu¬ 
man  nature.  Man  is  a  composite  of  spirit  and 
matter,  and  there  is  a  real  distinction  between 
the  two.  But,  they  reason,  it  is  necessary  to  lib¬ 
erate  the  spirit  from  the  matter  which  enslaves 
it.  Hence,  ways  and  means  are  sought  for  this 


spiritual  emancipation. 
It  is  interesting  to  note 
how  everything  is  sub¬ 
ordinated  to  man ’s  spir¬ 
itual  welfare,  with  the 
result  that  the  Indians 
are  described  as  the 
least  materialistic  peo¬ 
ple  on  earth.  This  ob¬ 
servation  is  as  signifi¬ 
cant  as  it  is  correct. 

There  are  oriental  theories  somewhat  less 
orthodox.  One  school  of  thought,  for  example, 
maintains  that  matter  is  only  an  illusion.  Ob¬ 
viously  non-existent  matter  would  facilitate  de¬ 
tachment  from  worldly  things,  and  the  elimina¬ 
tion  of  matter  from  man’s  thinking  would  be 
the  first  step  in  liberating  the  soul  from  its  ap¬ 
parent  prison.  If  all  desire  has  to  be  expelled, 
it  is  only  logical  to  remove  the  object  of  desire. 

Others  were  even  more  extreme  and  applied 
the  same  reasoning  to  the  spirit.  Not  only  is 
matter  illusory,  but  also  the  spirit,  for  there  is 
a  serious  danger  of  being  attached  to  spiritual 
as  well  as  material  goods.  Such  an  “extrava¬ 
gant,  over-enthusiastic 
spirituality,  ’  ’  declared 
Father  Vadachery,  “is 
another  phase  of  the 
philosophic  obstacle  to 
Christianity.  ’  ’ 

To  these  theories 
there  was  a  reaction. 
The  great  Indian  phi¬ 
losopher  Sankara,  while 
teaching  that  matter  is 
illusory,  opposed  the 
denial  of  the  incorpore¬ 
al.  His  philosophy,  in¬ 
cidentally,  is  the  strong¬ 
est  defender  in  the  East 
of  the  existence  of  a 

Supreme  Entity. 

None  of  these  ideas,  of  course,  is  without  par¬ 
allel  in  the  Christian  West,  either  within  or 
without  the  Church.  We  have  our  Gnostics  and 
idealists.  And  we  have  a  very  basic  doctrine 
that  attachment  to  anything  but  God  is  entirely 
incompatible  with  the  Christian  life.  We  also 
have  our  contemplatives  who  insist  that  attach¬ 
ment  even  to  the  petty  consolations  of  the  in¬ 
terior  life  is  an  obstacle  to  knowing  and  loving 
God.  Unfortunately,  this  profound  spirituality 
is  not  firmly  rooted  in  the  Western  mentality, 
but  the  traditional  spirit  of  detachment  in  the 
East  as  described  by  Father  Vadachery  would 
( Continued  on  page  28,  col.  3) 
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THE  VOICE 


IT  was  Friday,  November  18.  Slowly  but  de¬ 
cisively  the  gavel  rose  and  fell,  rose  and  fell 
again.  Gradually  its  insistent  thump  drew 
silence  from  the  murmuring  throng;  animated 
conversation  died  to  a  whisper,  then  ceased  in 
expectation  of  what  was  to  come.  So  were  the 
men  of  St.  Mary’s  introduced  to  the  Fifth  Be- 
gional  Congress  of  the  Confraternity  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Doctrine  in  the  Province  of  Baltimore. 

Actually,  the  Congress  had  been  initiated 
over  an  hour  before  in  the-  Basilica  of  the  As¬ 
sumption  when  the  Most  Bev.  Lawrence  J.  She- 
han  celebrated  Low  Mass,  but  the  seminarians 


building  on  Paca  Street.  There  the  hard-work¬ 
ing  Sisters  of  Divine  Providence  had  prepared 
a  buffet  luncheon  in  the  refectory  and  lower 
corridor.  Once  the  signal  to  eat  had  been  given, 
hearty  appetites,  sharpened  no  doubt  by  the 
brisk  walk  to  and  from  the  hotel,  made  short 
shrift  of  the  wholesome  meal  set  out  on  tables 
along  the  wall.  A  brief  respite,  and  then  it  was 
time  to  start  again  for  the  Lord  Baltimore. 

Those  who  had  not  earlier  visited  the  booths 
on  the  mezzanine  now  had  that  chance.  This 
usually  quiet  floor,  with  its  view  of  the  lobby 
below,  had  become  about  as  colorful  and  crowd- 


QO  YE!  TEACH! 


were  then  just  beginning  to  trek  down  the  wind¬ 
ing  Seminary  drive  of  Boland  Park  or  making 
preparation  for  the  cross-town  walk  from  Paca 
Street.  By  10 :45  most  of  them  had  reached  their 
goal — the  Lord  Baltimore  Hotel,  headquarters 
for  the  Congress.  Here,  during  the  next  few 
days,  clerical  black  was  to  be  much  in  evidence. 

The  first  session  which  the  seminarians  at¬ 
tended  was  specially  arranged  for  them  and  for 
the  clergy  in  general.  With  the  Bt.  Bev.  Msgr. 
William  A.  Toolen  presiding  and  the  Bt.  Bev. 
Msgr.  Joseph  G.  Cassidy  as  chairman,  this 
meeting  laid  the  groundwork  for  a  better  under¬ 
standing  of  the  CCD.  The  Bev.  Joseph  B.  Col¬ 
lins,  S.S.,  spoke  of  the  origin,  aims,  and  benefits 
of  the  Confraternity,  tracing  it  back  over  some 
four  hundred  years  to  catechetical  instructions 
in  Milan  and  Borne ;  the  Bev.  Thomas  J.  Hans- 
berry  gave  a  word-sketch  of  the  Confraternity 
in  America,  bringing  the  whole  picture  closer  to 
home;  finally,  the  Bt.  Bev.  Msgr.  T.  James 
McNamara  delineated  the  parish  unit  of  the 
Confraternity.  With  this  information  to  serve 
as  a  background  and  foundation,  the  clergy- 
even  if  their  previous  contact  with  the  CCD  had 
been  little  or  none  at  all — were,  at  least  in  some 
measure,  prepared  to  give  intelligent  considera¬ 
tion  to  subsequent  talks  on  the  details  of  the 
CCD  program  and  the  problems  rising  to  crip¬ 
ple  or  defeat  it. 

After  the  closing  prayer,  all  the  men  of  St. 
Mary’s  streamed  toward  the  Old  Seminary, 
ebon-clad  rivulets  trickling  through  Baltimore 
streets  to  converge  at  the  revered,  red-brick 


ed  as  an  Oriental  bazaar.  Some  twenty  booths 
stood  there,  each  rivalling  its  neighbors  in  an 
attempt  to  rivet  on  itself  the  attention  of  the 
slow-moving  throng.  Displays  of  church  furni¬ 
ture,  vestments  and  vessels,  books  and  holy 
cards,  motion  picture  equipment,  Confraternity 
materials,  and  teaching  aids — all  made  the  cir¬ 
cuit  of  the  mezzanine  an  enjoyable  adventure, 
as  pleasant  as  it  was  educational. 

When  three  o’clock  arrived,  the  seminarians’ 
second  dip  into  the  Congress  was  under  way. 
The  main  theme  of  this  session  centered  on  re¬ 
ligion  courses  for  public  high  school  students. 
Now,  anyone  who  has  worked  with  these  young¬ 
sters  well  knows  the  difficulties  attached  to  win¬ 
ning  adolescent  hearts  to  recognition  of  the  need 
and  importance  of  religion  studies ;  for  so  many 
of  them,  Confirmation  marks  trail’s  end  as  far 
as  religious  instruction  is  concerned — and  this 
at  a  time  when  their  faith  should  be  prominent 
and  active  in  all  they  do.  The  Most  Bev.  Thomas 
J.  McDonough  presided  and  the  Bev.  John  J. 
Duggan  acted  as  chairman.  First  speaker  was 
Sister  Marie  Charles,  M.H.S.H.,  who  faced  the 
problem  of  recruiting  public  high  school  stu¬ 
dents,  dropping  useful  hints  on  the  ways  and 
means  of  drawing  America’s  Catholic  youth  to 
catechetical  instructions;  next,  the  Bev.  Joseph 
E.  Schieder  took  up  the  question  of  holding 
these  children  through  proper  techniques  and 
materials  in  teaching;  his  talk  was,  in  fact,  sup¬ 
plemented  by  the  last  speaker,  the  Bev.  John  E. 
Kelly,  who  set  forth  the  peculiar  advantages  of 
the  new  No.  3  Catechism  as  a  teaching  aid  for 
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high  school  children — a  fresh,  more  complete 
treatment  of  the  same  matter  contained  in  the 
No.  1  and  No.  2  Catechisms  combines  a  review 
of  familiar  formulae  with  a  deeper  insight  into 
their  meaning.  The  close  of  the  meeting  marked 
the  end  of  the  day’s  activities  for  the  semina¬ 
rians,  and  so  they  returned  to  their  respective 
Houses. 

Saturday,  November  19,  marked  the  second 
day  St.  Mary’s  was  to  appear  in  force  at  the 
Congress.  Once  again  Baltimore  citizens 
watched  busses  and  taxies  pouring  out  groups 
of  smiling  clerics  while  others  of  their  number 
arrived  pedestrian  -  wise. 

Once  again  holiday  mood  en¬ 
gulfed  the  thronged  lobby 
and  mezzanine  before  fleet¬ 
ing  moments  warned  that  the 
meeting  was  soon  to  start. 

This  time  the  brisk  tap-tap 
of  the  gavel  announced  that 
consideration  would  be  given 
the  preparation  of  lay  reli¬ 
gion  teachers.  The  Most  Rev. 

John  M.  McNamara  presided 
and  the  chairman  was  the 
Rt.  Rev.  Msgr.  James  J. 

Meehan. 

Sister  Justina,  M.H.S.H., 
the  first  speaker  of  the  ses¬ 
sion,  set  out  to  prove  that  lay 
people  can  teach  religion, 
pointing  out  that  in  every 
parish  live  men  and  women, 
young  and  old,  who  need 
only  training  to  become  pro¬ 
ficient  catechists.'  Sister  Mary  Claudine,  S.S. 
N.D.,  then  spoke  of  teacher  institutes,  the  Con¬ 
fraternity’s  answer  to  the  need  for  quick  but 
adequate  training  of  laymen  as  religion  teach¬ 
ers.  Finally,  the  Rev.  John  M.  Comey,  S.J., 
talked  of  the  summer  refresher  courses  as  a 
further  means  of  keeping  lay  catechists  up-to- 
par  on  their  doctrine  and  methods  of  presenta¬ 
tion.  This  was  the  morning’s  business. 

For  a  second  time  the  mass  invasion  of  Old 
St.  Mary’s  refectory  filled  that  worthy  spot  with 
a  laughing,  chattering  crowd.  Before  the  meal 
was  over,  word  had  been  passed  around  that  a 
choice  offered  itself  —  that  afternoon,  semina¬ 
rians  could  attend  either  the  classroom  demon¬ 
stration  of  methods  of  teaching  in  Seton  High 
School  auditorium,  or  return  to  the  Lord  Balti¬ 
more  for  the  session  there  on  teaching  religion. 
It  is  probably  safe  to  say  that  most  of  the  men 
returned  to  the  hotel,  for  the  program  scheduled 
promised  to  be  interesting.  That  afternoon,  the 


Rt.  Rev.  Vincent  G.  Taylor,  O.S.B.,  presided, 
while  the  Rev.  Daniel  M.  Kirwin  acted  as  chair¬ 
man.  First  speaker  to  address  the  assembly  was 
the  Rev.  Aloysius  J.  Heeg,  S.J.,  whose  wide  ex¬ 
perience  brought  abounding  vitality  to  the  topic 
of  teaching  religion  to  public  high  school  chil¬ 
dren.  Next  came  the  Rev.  Benjamin  F.  Bowling, 
C.S.P.,  director  of  the  Catholic  Information 
Center  in  Baltimore;  he,  too,  drew  from  a  rich 
background  of  real-life  events  his  techniques  for 
the  instruction  of  prospective  converts.  The  Rt. 
Rev.  Msgr.  Joseph  G.  Cassidy  then  talked  of 
correspondence  courses  in  religion,  useful  for 

contacting  some  people 
who  have  no  other  means 
of  learning  the  truth  they 
seek.  Last  of  all,  Miss 
Gretta  Palmer,  well-known 
authoress  and  a  recent 
convert  herself,  gave  some 
insight  into  the  mind  of 
those  not  yet  in  the  fold, 
most  useful  information 
for  those  of  us  who  have 
no  other  way  of  learning 
the  non-Catholic  mentali¬ 
ty.  So  ended  the  Saturday 
program. 

In  each  of  these  ses¬ 
sions,  when  the  speakers 
had  finished,  a  period  for 
discussion  was  allowed  in 
which  the  audience  threw 
out  questions  for  the 
speakers  to  answer.  The 
informality  and  good  will 
with  which  ideas  were  handed  back  and  forth 
attested  that  at  least  some  of  the  listeners  were 
keenly  attentive  to  what  was  going  on.  Needless 
to  say,  some  of  the  discussion  drew  comments 
and  questions  from  the  seminarians,  too, 

While  this  last  session  on  Saturday  afternoon 
was  the  final  scheduled  meeting  at  which  St. 
Mary’s  was  supposed  to  be  present,  opportunity 
arose  next  day  for  interested  men  to  sit  in  on 
one  more  afternoon  meeting,  planned  to  stress 
the  layman’s  part  in  the  parish  CCD  program. 
Many  of  the  seminarians  took  the  occasion  with 
enthusiasm;  this  time  the  Most  Rev.  Peter  L. 
Ireton  presided  and  the  Rev.  Martin  W.  Flahav- 
en  held  the  chairman’s  office.  Brief  talks  were 
given  by:  Miss  Julia  Cronin,  on  the  teacher  of 
religion  (the  lay  teacher’s  preparation  and  re¬ 
sponsibility)  ;  Mr.  Leroy  Calder,  on  the  helper 
and  his  duties;  Miss  Julia  Sheridan,  on  the 
home  visitor,  the  “salesman  of  religion”;  the 
( Continued  an  page  24,  col.  3) 
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CONVERTS  may  be  adding  rapidly  to  our 
numbers  in  the  Church,  and  yet  the  num¬ 
ber  climbs  ever  so  slowly.  Why?  Leakage, 
we  call  it.  The  problem  of  today,  it  must  be 
faced,  inquired  into,  analyzed — yes,  even  solved. 
Father  Thomas  F.  Coakley  of  Pittsburgh’s 
Sacred  Heart  Parish  uncovered  some  surpris¬ 
ing  statistics  of  its  intricacies  in  a  recent  lec¬ 
ture;  we  give  them,  as  far  as  possible,  in 
Father’s  own  words. 

It  would  not  be  rash  to  say  that  no  one  knows 
how  many  Catholics  there  are — good,  bad,  and 
indifferent — in  this  country.  Nor  is  this  sur¬ 
prising.  Apart  from  the  fact  that  there  is  no 
uniform  method  of  census  taking,  many  thou¬ 
sands  of  Americans  are  rapidly  becoming  gyp¬ 
sies.  It  is  doubtful  if  any  city  pastor  knows 
precisely  the  number  of  souls  in  his  own  parish, 
in  spite  of  extraordinary  methods  in  census 
enumeration  and  a  considerable  outlay  of  time, 
effort,  and  money  to  learn  the  facts. 

It  is  not  rare  to  find  city  pastors  reporting 
that  no  small  proportion  of  their  funerals  is 
made  up  of  persons  utterly  unknown  to  them. 
In  numerous  instances  it  is  the  undertaker  who 
introduces  the  pastor  to  the  corpse,  the  death 
having  taken  place  in  a  hospital  where  the  last 
sacraments  were  administered  by  the  hospital 
chaplain. 

In  a  serious  effort  to  arrive  at  the  facts,  un¬ 
pleasant  or  not,  within  a  definite  area,  an  in¬ 
tensive  study  was  made  of  150  marriages  in 
Sacred  Heart  Parish,  Pittsburgh.  This  parish 
is  partly  in  a  business  section,  partly  in  an 
apartment  house — rooming  house — residential 
district.  The  people  all  speak  English,  being 
the  second  or  third  generation  of  parents  or 
grandparents  born  in  Ireland,  Germany,  Eng¬ 
land,  Scotland,  and  a  few  scattered  countries. 
They  run  almost  the  whole  gamut  in  the  eco¬ 
nomic  scale,  from  families  whom  the  Parish 
Social  Service  Department  must  frequently  help 
with  food,  shelter,  clothing,  medicine,  and  other 
needs,  up  to  people  who  rent  substantial  homes, 
or  who  own  them,  although  there  is  no  one  in 
the  parish  with  sufficient  wealth  to  be  able  to 
afford  a  chauffeur. 

Of  the  families  studied  50  were  those  of  valid 
mixed  marriages,  entered  into  after  the  non- 
Catholic  party  was  properly  instructed  over  a 
considerable  period  of  time.  After  this  instruc¬ 
tion,  the  pre-nuptial  promises  were  duly  signed, 
a  dispensation  was  obtained  from  the  bishop, 
the  marriage  took  place  in  the  presence  of  a 
priest.  In  each  instance  there  seemed  great 
hope  for  a  happy  union  in  which  the  faith  of 
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on  Strays 


the  Catholic  party  and  the  children  was  amply 
safeguarded. 

Of  the  families  studied  50  were  invalid  mar¬ 
riages,  in  which  one  of  the  parties  was  a  Catho¬ 
lic.  They  usually  eloped  to  some  neighboring 
state,  there  was  no  previous  instruction  of  the 
parties  at  all,  and  there  was  not  a  shred  of  any¬ 
thing  Catholic  about  the  ceremony.  Finally, 
50  of  the  families  under  scrutiny  were  mar¬ 
riages  in  which  both  parties  were  Catholics,  and 
the  wedding  took  place  in  church  at  a  Nuptial 
Mass ;  the  ceremony  had  all  the  blessings  that 
the  Church  could  bestow. 

One  of  the  striking  things  uncovered  by  the 
survey  was  this :  of  the  50  marriages  in  which 
both  parties  were  Catholics,  only  68  per  cent 
of  them  attended  Catholic  schools  during  their 
youth.  Public  schools  do  not  show  up  so  badly 
in  the  light  of  these  figures.  Not  every  Catholic 
child  who  attends  a  public  school  is  thrown  so 
much  into  non-Catholic  society  that  he  will  later 
on  keep  company  with  and  marry  one  who  is 
not  a  Catholic.  On  the  other  hand,  41  per  cent 
of  all  those  involved  in  valid  mixed  marriages 
had  received  a  Catholic  education.  More  aston¬ 
ishing  still,  33  per  cent  of  those  attempting  in¬ 
valid  marriages  were  educated  in  Catholic 
schools,  and  for  a  long  period.  Catholic  educa¬ 
tion,  then,  is  apparently  no  guarantee  that  the 
parties  receiving  it  will  avoid  mixed  marriages 
or  even  live  as  Catholics  and  marry  within  the 
laws  of  the  Church. 

By  their  fruits  you  shall  know  them !  Is  there 
something  wrong  with  many  of  our  Catholic 
schools?  Is  religion  made  an  integral  and  es¬ 
sential  part  of  the  curriculum  ?  Are  all  teachers 
in  Catholic  grade  and  high  schools  competent  to 
teach  religion?  Do  they  get  adequate  training 
for  it?  Are  the  pupils  so  convinced  of  the 
truths  of  faith  that  Catholicity  becomes  what  so 
many  eloquently  call  a  “way  of  life”?  • 
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Or  could  it  be  possible  that  some  of  our 
Catholic  schools  are  not  much  different  from 
public  schools?  This  might  result  from  un¬ 
wisely  imitating  the  custom  of  some  of  our 
Catholic  colleges  and  universities  where  so  little 
stress  is  laid  on  religion  that  it  is  not  a  re¬ 
quired  subject  after  the  freshman  year,  despite 
the  obvious  platitude  that  unless  religion  is  im¬ 
portant  at  every  level  of  life,  it  is  not  important 
at  all. 

On  this  point,  the  officials  of  two  Catholic 
colleges  of  great  reputation  in  this  country  were 
interrogated,  as  also  the  professors  and  the 
students  attending.  In  one  college  there  was 
no  religious  instruction  given  at  all;  in  the 
other,  religious  instruction  for  freshmen  and 
sophomores  consisted  in  the  history  of  civiliza¬ 
tion,  Catholic  psychology,  social  studies,  Catho¬ 
lic  ethics,  and  scholastic  logic — this  despite  the 
encyclical  on  the  Christian  Education  of  Youth, 
where  Pius  XI  lays  down  the  law  that  religion 
must  be  “in  very  truth  the  foundation  and 
crown  of  the  youth’s  entire  training;  and  this 
in  every  grade  of  school  and  not  only  the  ele¬ 
mentary,  but  the  intermediate  and  the  higher 
institutions  of  learning  as  well.”  Why  should 
Catholic  priests  send  their  flock  to  Catholic  in¬ 
stitutions  from  which  formal  religious  instruc¬ 
tion  is  almost  banished? 

When  it  comes  to  the  practice  of  their  reli¬ 
gion,  in  the  50  marriages  in  which  both  parties 
were  Catholics,  8  per  cent  of  them  failed  to 
attend  Mass  regularly  and  had  not  received  the 
sacraments  for  long  periods.  Only  80  per  cent 
of  their  children  attended  Catholic  schools,  al¬ 
though  very  superior  Catholic  educational  fa¬ 
cilities  were  available  free  of  charge,  with  free 
books,  the  school  being  little  more  than  a  short 
mile  from  the  farthest  house  in  the  parish,  with 
ample,  frequent,  safe,  and  cheap  transportation 
facilities.  Catholic  faith,  Catholic  education,  a 
Catholic  wedding,  and  extraordinary  Catholic 
school  and  church  facilities  in  their  immediate 
neighborhood  did  not  stem  this  notable  defec¬ 
tion  from  the  optimum  of  Catholic  life. 

In  the  50  valid  mixed  marriages,  32  per  cent 
of  the  men  and  68  per  cent  of  the  women  were 
Catholic.  Before  the  marriage  the  non-Catho- 
lic  party  received  a  thorough  course  of  instruc¬ 
tion,  solemnly  promising  to  safeguard  the  faith 
of  the  Catholic  party  and  to  educate  the  chil¬ 
dren  in  Catholic  schools.  Nevertheless,  only 
one-third  of  the  children  resulting  from  such 
marriages  were  educated  in  Catholic  schools. 
In  other  words,  every  time  there  is  a  valid 
mixed  marriage,  even  after  all  the  necessary 
precautions  have  been  taken,  still  two-thirds  of 


the  parties  neglect  or  refuse  to  live  up  to  them. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  of  the  children  in  these  50 
valid  mixed  marriages,  only  82  per  cent  were 
baptized.  The  remaining  18  per  cent  were 
either  unbaptized  or  baptized  in  Protestant 
churches. 

It  is  well  known,  of  course,  that  there  is  an 
increased  peril  to  the  faith  when  a  mixed  mar¬ 
riage  is  entered  into  by  a  Catholic  man  and  a 
Protestant  woman.  When  the  man  is  a  Catho¬ 
lic,  our  figures  show  that  twice  as  many  in  the 
family  miss  Mass  and  are  irregular  in  the  re¬ 
ception  of  the  sacraments,  and  twice  as  many 
are  not  baptized  at  all  or  else  are  baptized 
Protestants.  About  three  times  as  many  miss 
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their  Easter  Communion,  and  about  seven  times 
as  many  are  brought  up  Protestants  as  is  the 
case  when  the  mother  is  a  Catholic  part)7  to  the 
mixed  marriage,  validly  contracted. 

On  the  other  hand,  of  the  50  marriages  in 
which  both  parties  were  Catholics,  the  evidence 
showed  that  28  per  cent  of  them  were  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  mixed  marriages ;  and  yet  they  had 
enough  faith  to  marry  Catholics,  indicating  that 
some  valid  mixed  marriages  are  not  fatal  to  the 
Catholic  faith  and  practices  of  the  Catholic 
party. 

From  the  50  Catholic  marriages  there  were 
106  children ;  from  the  50  valid  mixed  marriages 
there  were  105  children,  or  about  two  children 
per  family.  From  the  50  invalid  marriages 
there  were  only  57  children,  or  just  about  one 
child  per  family.  And  yet  the  race  requires 
almost  three  children  per  family  merely  to  per¬ 
petuate  itself.  Sometimes  we  delude  ourselves 
into  thinking  that  birth  control  has  made  no 
serious  inroads  among  Catholic  families,  but 
these  figures  indicate  that  birth  control  is  in 
the  ascendant. 

( Continued  on  page  27 ,  col.  1) 
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'  I  'HE  stir  that  was  made  in  Baltimore  last 
November  by  the  Regional  Congress  of  the 
Confraternity  of  Christian  Doctrine  was  grati¬ 
fying  indeed.  They  tell  us  that,  as  a  rule,  Balti¬ 
more  citizens  are  not  easily  induced  to  “turn 
out”  for  affairs  and  doings;  but  the  promoters 
of  the  Regional  Sessions  had  every  possible  in¬ 
dication  that  their  summons  to  the  Catholic  peo¬ 
ple  of  Baltimore  and  the  metropolitan  area  of 
the  archdiocese  must  have  gone  straight  to  the 
heart.  For  three  days  crowds  moved  in  and  out 
of  the  Lord  Baltimore  Hotel  with  steadily  in¬ 
creasing  knowledge  about  the  character,  objec¬ 
tives  and  successes  of  the  Confraternity  of 
Christian  Doctrine.  They  learned,  if  they  did 
not  know  it  before,  that  the  Confraternity  has 
an  all-embracing  and  effective  system  for  re¬ 
claiming  souls  which  belong  to  God  and  His 
Church;  they  found  out,  too,  that  there  is  a  defi¬ 
nite  place  for  the  layman  in  the  apostolate  of 
salvation;  that  to  enlist  in  the  forward-march¬ 
ing  army  of  the  Church  Militant  would  not  only 
enkindle  a  new  kind  of  sacred  patriotism  in 
those  whom  they  would  serve,  but  also  in  their 
own  hearts ;  that  they  would  learn  something  of 
the  privilege  of  having  the  faith  themselves 
from  direct  contact  with  all  kinds  of  religious 
laxity,  indifference,  or  ignorance. 

It  is  hard  to  believe  that  all  the  fine  energy 
expended  at  these  Confraternity  Sessions  would 
not  produce  lively  results.  The  Directors  of  the 
Confraternity  found  out  some  time  ago  that  the 
national  conventions  were  becoming  unwieldy : 
multitudes  descended  upon  the  convention  cities 
until  every  source  of  accommodation  was  used 
up;  why  not,  they  thought,  break  this  up  into 
regional  meetings  and  gather  as  many  again  in 
a  more  intensive  endeavor?  Thus  reach  more 
people.  Ignite  the  fire  in  more  hearts.  Get  down 
to  the  parish  area  where  the  Confraternity  is 
supposed  to  operate.  Results  seem  to  have 
proved  that  this  was  not  an  illusion.  Attend¬ 
ance  has  increased  even  beyond  expectation,  and 
surely  in  the  increase  are  great  numbers  who 
would  not  have  been  otherwise  attracted  to  this 
catechetical  apostolate. 

Judging  by  the  crowds,  then,  the  Confraterni¬ 


ty  idea  has  been  well  received  by  the  Catholics 
of  Baltimore,  though  it  must  be  admitted  that 
for  most  of  them  this  age-old  system  was  a  reve¬ 
lation.  At  least,  they  took  the  Manual  of  the 
Confraternity  into  their  hands,  saw  how  it  was 
supposed  to  work,  and  no  doubt  found  their 
personal  classification  in  the  mass  effort  that 
was  being  proposed.  It  is  likely  a  safe  guess 
that  the  people  here  are  only  waiting  for  word 
from  their  priests  to  set  this  thing  in  motion 
and  fulfill  the  widely  infused  idea  of  giving  re¬ 
ligious  help  to  the  many  growing  and  adult 
Catholics  who  need  it  so  badly. 

The  seminarians  attended  the  sessions  and 
gave  every  evidence  that  their  readily-awak¬ 
ened  zeal  was  fired  to  a  high  temperature.  It 
is  consoling  to  realize  that  so  many  future 
priests,  representing  so  many  sections  of  the 
United  States  will  carry  away  a  vivid  memory 
of  what  may  be  done  if  the  Confraternity  sys¬ 
tem  is  put  into  operation  in  the  parishes  they 
will  soon  begin  to  serve.  The  Confraternity  idea 
must  be  put  to  work  if  we  are  to  consolidate  the 


Predominating  black  suits  at  the  Lord  Baltimore 
await  the  opening  of  a  session 


gains  made  by  the  apostles  of  former  ages. 
Priests  cannot  do  the  work  themselves  but  like 
all  apostles  they  can  be  responsible  for  it. 

One  figure  moved  about  for  a  short  while  at 
the  meetings  of  the  Confraternity  who  should 
be  an  inspiration  to  every  priest:  to  that  one 
person  may  be  given  the  credit,  at  least  remote¬ 
ly,  and  to  a  certain  extent  immediately,  of  fur¬ 
nishing  religious  instruction  for  about  two  mil¬ 
lion  children  in  the  United  States  since  1920.  He 
had  the  apostolic  vision  to  see  that  the  Confra¬ 
ternity  is  an  efficient  mechanism  and  he  spent 
his  energies  in  the  sacred  ministry  proving  that 
it  could  work.  May  God  inspire  many  a  priest 
with  the  zeal  of  Bishop  0  ’Hara  of  Kansas  City  t 


January,  1950 
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A  Catechism  of  Christian  Doctrine, 

Revised  Edition  of  the  Baltimore 

Catechism.  A  Text  for  Secondary 

Schools  and  Colleges,  No.  3;  St.  An¬ 
thony  Guild  Press,  Paterson,  N.  J., 

1941  &  1949;  xiii,  426  pp.;  cloth, 

$1.25 — paper,  $1.00. 

Nearly  everyone  who  has  been  re¬ 
sponsible  for  post-Confirmation,  high 
school,  and  college  religion  courses  has 
in  a  relatively  short  time  developed  a 
conviction  that  the  whole  outlook 
should  be  shifted,  the  objectives  de¬ 
fined,  the  materials  revamped,  the  pres¬ 
entation  made  irresistible,  new  texts 
prepared,  but  above  all,  the  catechism 
abandoned.  The  pragmatism  of  our 
age — not  to  mention  its  other  short¬ 
comings — has  made  us  impatient  with 
learning  which  is  not  immediately  ap¬ 
plicable  to  action  and  achievement. 
The  assumption  is  that  the  high  school 
student  will  not  give  his  attention  un¬ 
less  he  is  enrolled  in  a  sort  of  un- 
canonical  missionary  society  and  sent 
forth  to  convert  the  world  with  a  bat¬ 
tery  of  apologetical  arguments  to 
knock  down  and  stiffen  his  ten  thou¬ 
sand  opponents.  He  is  to  be  made  a 
champion  of  religious  debate.  Another 
axiom — according  to  some — is  that  the 
average  college  student  in  our  Catholic 
colleges  is  on  the  verge  of  unbelief; 
something  must  be  done  therefore  to 
make  religion  incontrovertible;  the  col¬ 
lege  student  will  not  continue  as  a 
practicing  Catholic,  so  it  is  feared,  un¬ 
less  he  has  a  strong  jihilosophical  foun¬ 
dation  for  Catholic  belief.  What  both 
groups  need  is  more  honest-to-good- 
ness  knowledge  about  revealed  religion. 

The  adolescent  may  be  slightly  em¬ 
barrassed  by  being  told  to  study  out  of 
the  No.  3  Catechism  of  Christian  Doc¬ 
trine  ;  he  may  protest :  “That  book 
again !”  But  your  answer  is,  “No !  The 
same  beliefs  with  fuller  explanations.” 
No.  3  Catechism  carries  out  very  well 
the  method  which  appeals  most  to 
those  who  have  long  experience  in  the 
science  of  giving  religious  instruction : 
the  wider  and  more  diffuse  explanation 
of  the  fundamental  questions  studied 
from  childhood;  the  enlarged  circle 
idea. 

Reaction  against  catechisms  may 
bring  about  a  very  much  disorganized 
imparting  of  religious  knowledge.  The 
No.  3  Catechism  retains  the  old  formu¬ 
lae1  of  the  No.  2  Revised  Catechism  and 
adds  copious  explanations.  Now,  it 
seems  to  me,  the  developing  adolescent 
is  thus  given  the  proper  associations 
for  his  new  knowledge  of  religious 
things.  He  may  remember  the  general 
wording  of  his  No.  2  Catechism:  why 
not  move  from  the  known  to  the  un¬ 
known?  why  not  give  him  the  advan¬ 


tages  of  associating  ideas?  You  may 
not  require  a  fresh  memorization,  but 
you  will  attach  an  explanation  to  what 
he  once  learned  which  may  help  him  to 
remember  what  is  meant  by  the  formu¬ 
la.  Our  adolescent  Catholics  need  to 
know  more  about  their  Catechism :  No. 
3  tells  them  more. 

John  C.  Selner,  S.S. 

- 4. - 

Poetic  Art,  by  Paul  Claudel,  translat¬ 
ed  by  Renee  Spodheim;  Philosophi¬ 
cal  Library,  New  York,  1948;  145 
pp.,  $2.75. 

Paul  Claudel  is  best  known  to  the 
English  speaking  world  as  an  out¬ 
standing  dramatist.  Two  of  his  works, 
The  Tidings  Brought  to  Mary,  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  Theater  Guild  in  1924, 
and  The  Satin  Slipper,  recently  trans¬ 
lated,  have  been  very  well  received  in 
this  country.  It  is  regrettable  that  the 
present  work,  Poetic  Art,  seems  to  fall 
short  of  these  previous  successes. 

The  reason  is  twofold.  First  of  all, 
it  is  the  most  abstruse  of  his  works. 
It  is  a  treatise  on  metaphysics,  dealing 
with  the  meaning  of  time,  our  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  exterior  world,  vegetable 
and  animal  life,  man  and  his  intellect, 
and  the  development  of  the  Church. 
Claudel  presents  the  traditional  views 
of  the  scholastic  philosopher,  but  he 
expresses  them  in  that  style  that  is  so 
peculiarly  his  own.  Claudel’s  genius  is 
synthetic;  he  never  analyzes  an  idea, 
but  is  content  to  let  his  reader  fill  in 
the  details.  He  deals  with  vast,  uni¬ 
fied  ideas  that  the  reader  must  dissect. 
This  task  is  complicated  by  the  fact 
that  Claudel,  as  a  Symbolist  of  the 
school  of  Mallarme  and  Rimbaud,  al¬ 
ways  expresses  essential  relations  by 
symbols,  and  to  understand  Claudel 
we  have  to  understand  Symbolism. 

Symbolism  was  a  French  literary 
movement  of  the  late  nineteenth  cen¬ 
tury  that  embodied  a  new  poetic  pro¬ 
gram.  It  was  pure  subjectivism  in  lit¬ 
erature  and  art.  It  was  a  new  mysti¬ 
cism  ;  the  return  to  what  was  ideal. 
Under  the  influence  of  his  master  Rim¬ 
baud,  Claudel  was  caught  up  in  this 
movement,  and,  after  his  conversion  to 
Catholicism,  he  realized  what  vast  pos¬ 
sibilities  this  mystical  expression  had 
in  the  true  Faith.  For  Claudel  the 
world,  as  made  by  God,  and  the  many 
realms  of  nature  wait  for  our  reason 
to  understand  them  and  for  our  hearts 


to  love  them.  The  universe,  for  Clau¬ 
del  the  Symbolist,  must  be  created 
again  in  our  speech,  and  this  is  the 
duty  of  the  poet;  to  transfer  the  world 
into  images  and  sounds.  Words,  im¬ 
ages,  and  rhythms  enable  him  to  cap¬ 
ture  the  world  and  he  can  call  things 
to  himself  by  giving  them  new  names. 

These  new  names  are  symbolic  ex¬ 
pressions,  and  when  Claudel  brings 
this  type  of  expression  to  scholastic 
philosophy,  its  usual  refinement  and 
precision  become  somewhat  obscure. 
He  sees  relationships  that  are  strained 
for  us.  There  are  breathtaking  similes 
and  metaphors,  imagination,  and  syn¬ 
thetic  expression,  but  there  is  also  pe¬ 
culiar  syntax,  ellipses,  omissions,  and 
inversions.  For  this  reason  Claudel  is 
often  obscure  and  never  easy  reading. 

If  Claudel  is  not  easy  to  read,  he  is 
almost  impossible  to  translate.  This  is 
the  book’s  second  fault.  Faced  with 
such  a  highly  individualized  and  mys¬ 
tical  style,  the  translator  is  at  a  loss. 
Much  of  Claudel’s  fine  reasoning  cen¬ 
ters  on  a  very  subtle  play  on  words. 
He  is  a  true  magician  and  prospector 
in  the  use  of  words.  The  translator  of 
the  present  work  is  practically  forced 
to  let  all  this  go  by,  pointing  out  his 
difficulty  in  an  apologetic  footnote. 

That  brings  us  to  a  final  reason  why 
this  present  work  really  doesn’t  com¬ 
pare  with  Claudel’s  masterpieces. 
Poetic  Art,  appearing  in  1907,  is 
really  one  of  Claudel’s  lesser  works 
and  doesn’t  seem  important  enough  to 
warrant  translation.  To  students  of 
the  man,  of  course,  it  is  of  value  in 
the  study  of  his  development  and  prose 
style,  but  it  contributes  little  to  philos¬ 
ophy.  This  being  the  case,  it  would 
seem  better  to  have  left  the  work  in  its 
original  language  where  the  student 
would  have  been  able  to  come  far  clos¬ 
er  to  the  literary  genius  of  Claudel. 
Occasionally  some  of  this  genius  does 
flash  through  in  an  arresting  expres¬ 
sion  of  a  familiar  thought.  The  preach¬ 
er  will  perhaps  find  here  a  striking  fig¬ 
ure  for  sermon  use,  but  the  obscurity 
of  the  development  and  translation 
will  probably  deter  him  from  closer 
study. 

This  one  work,  however,  should  not 
deter  us  from  Claudel  himself.  His 
Three  Poems  of  the  War,  The  City, 
and  the  two  works  mentioned  previous¬ 
ly  are  very  worthwhile.  The  beauty  of 
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thought,  theme,  and  expression  is  well 
worth  every  effort  put  forth  to  grasp 
it. 

Martin  B.  Hitchcock 
- + - - 

Heirs  of  the  Kingdom,  by  Rev.  Wil¬ 
frid  J.  Diamond;  Bruce  Publishing 
Co.,  Milwaukee,  1949;  110  pp., 

$2.00. 

Heirs  Of  The  Kingdom  is  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  fifty-one  sermons  for  children 
based  on  the  Sunday  epistles.  Each 
talk  contains  an  appealing  little  story 
which  illustrates  the  message  of  the 
epistle.  It  is  a  companion  volume  to 
the  author’s  Sunday  Morning  Story- 
land  which  is  a  series  of  similar  ser¬ 
mons  drawn  from  the  Sunday  gospe.s. 

Heirs  Of  The  Kingdom  can  be  high¬ 
ly  recommended  for  several  reasons. 
Each  sermon,  whether  used  as  it  stands 
or  taken  as  a  starting  point,  is  sure 
to  be  an  effective  talk  at  the  children’s 
Mass.  Many  of  the  sermons,  as  far 
as  the  story  and  moral  are  concerned, 
would  be  equally  suitable  for  adults 
with  perhaps  a  few  minor  changes  in 
language.  They  form  a  collection  of 
stories  which  could  be  used  on  any  oc¬ 
casion  for  any  audience — the  kind  of 
stories  that  stick  in  your  mind  and 
thus  are  available  for  that  unexpected 
on-the-spot  request :  “Say  just  a  few 
words,  Father.” 

Even  if  you  already  have  a  good 
collection  of  children’s  stories,  you 
ought  to  have  at  least  one  of  Father 
Diamond’s  sermon  books  as  a  model 
of  the  style  to  be  used  in  addressing 
youngsters.  Textbooks  on  preaching 
tell  us  that  it  takes  more  than  just 
a  good  story  to  reach  children ;  it  must 
be  expressed  in  their  language — child¬ 
like  without  being  childish.  If  you 
would  like  to  see  how  this  is  done,  we 
suggest  Heirs  Of  The  Kingdom  by 
Father  Diamond. 

Charles  W.  Daly 
- * - 

The  Admirable  Heart  of  Mary,  by 

St.  John  Eudes,  translated  by 
Charles  Di  Targiani  and  Ruth  Hau¬ 
ser;  P.  J.  Kenedy  &  Sons,  New 
York,  N.  Y.,  1948;  365  pp.,  $3.00. 
On  October  31,  1942,  in  obedience 
to  Our  Lady’s  request  at  Fatima,  Pope 
Pius  XII  consecrated  the  world  to  her 
Immaculate  Heart.  In  so  doing  he 
proclaimed  to  mankind  that  God  de¬ 
sires  specific  devotion  to  the  Heart  of 
Mary,  His  Mother  Most  Admirable. 
This  book,  written  nearly  three  cen¬ 
turies  ago,  is  a  modern  means  to  our 
knowledge  and  practice  of  such  devo¬ 
tion.  Currently  republished  by  the 
Eudist  Fathers  after  it  had  fallen  into 
oblivion  due  to  the  French  Revolution, 
it  brings  to  us  the  wealth  and  warmth 


of  the  saint’s  doctrinal  and  devotional 
explanation  of  the  homage  to  Mary’s 
heart,  so  earnestly  recommended  for 
us  today. 

St.  John  fully  merits  his  title  of 
author,  doctor,  and  apostle  of  devotion 
to  the  Sacred  Hearts  of  Jesus  and 
Mary.  Each  devotion  is  treated  sepa¬ 
rately  in  the  restoration  of  his  works. 
In  this  treatise  on  Mary  he  imparts 
his  own  flame  of  love,  his  own  depth 
of  knowledge  in  explaining  the  basis 
and  the  beauty  of  liturgical  devotion 
to  her  heart.  The  corporeal,  spiritual, 
and  divine  qualities  of  her  heart,  its 
foundation  in  the  Heart  of  God — • 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost — and  in 
its  own  excellence,  as  well  as  reasons 
and  methods  of  practice,  form  the 
skeletal  features  to  which  are  added 
Scriptural  and  Patristic  quotations, 
ecclesiastical  approbation  of  the  Mag¬ 
nificat,  the  Mass,  Divine  Office,  and 
finally  prayers  in  praise  of  the  Virgin’s 
heart.  Thus  it  is  a  both  vivid  and  de¬ 
tailed  treatment  sure  to  impart  greater 
knowledge  and  love  of  God’s  Mother 
and  Our  Mother,  too. 

In  warning  to  the  reader,  however, 
it  is  well  to  remark  that  the  book  defies 
reading;  it  requires  meditation.  The 
wisdom  of  the  Scholastics  and  the  sym¬ 
bolism  of  the  Mystics  fill  its  pages  in 
an  effective  blend.  Each  sentence  holds 
a  gem  of  thought,  a  spark  of  love;  the 
whole  treatise  breathes  a  prayer.  It 
is,  therefore,  appropriate  for  Marian 
meditations.  The  chapters  are  short 
and  present  sound  considerations, 
warm  and  vital  affections,  beautiful 
and  inspiring  prayers.  Because  of  the 
many  references  to  the  psalms,  canti¬ 
cles,  and  stories  of  the  Old  Testament 
it  is  particularly  suited  to  religious, 
yet  it  can  be  recommended  to  the  adult 
laity.  Whoever  the  reader  be,  he  is 
bound  to  value  the  contribution  this 
monumental  treatise  will  make  toward 
his  own  fulfillment  of  Mary’s  request 
for  devotion  to  her  Immaculate  Heart, 
wherein  lies  our  hope  for  world  peace. 

Thomas  W.  Neville 

- + - 

The  Hymns  of  the  Breviary  and 

Missal,  Edited  with  Introduction 

and  Notes,  by  Dorn  Matthew  Britt, 

O.S.B.;  Benziger  Brothers,  New 

York,  1948;  xxxvi,  416  pp.,  $6.75. 

Worthy  of  hearty  welcome  is  this 
amplified  and  revised  edition  of  Dom 
Britt’s  excellent  and  handy  work  on 
the  Breviary  and  Missal  hymns.  The 
general  format  of  the  earlier  editions 
is  followed — Latin  text,  metrical  Eng¬ 
lish  version,  prose  translation,  back¬ 
ground  and  philological  notes — for 
each  of  the  hymns  of  the  Office  and  of 
the  Missal.  A  valuable  and  brief  in¬ 


troduction  to  the  study  of  Latin 
hymnody  occupies  the  chief  place  in 
the  introductory  section.  Improved 
indices  with  considerably  enlarged  and 
up-to-date  bibliography  will  at  once 
impress  anyone  familiar  with  the  pre¬ 
vious  editions.  The  prose  translations 
have  been  revised  thoroughly  and  the 
notes  have  been  re-edited  and  ampli¬ 
fied  in  places.  The  hymns  of  new 
feasts,  like  those  of  Christ  the  King, 
the  Maternity  of  the  Our  Lady,  and 
the  revised  Office  of  the  Sacred  Heart, 
bring  the  selection  up  to  date  liturgi- 
cally.  The  selections  from  Bernard  of 
Morlaix  He  Contemptu  Mundi  are  not 
found  in  the  present  edition.  The 
biographies  of  the  metrical  translators 
and  of  the  authors  of  the  hymns  have 
been  somewhat  revised,  too.  The  whole 
format  of  this  edition  is  an  improve¬ 
ment  on  former  ones  and  facilitates 
reading  considerably. 

Most  important,  the  real  worth  of 
the  former  editions  has  been  preserved, 
even  added  to.  Dom  Britt  gives  to 
his  reader  a  book  of  the  finest  in  Latin 
hymnody  from  Ambrose  and  Fortuna- 
tus  to  Leo  XIII.  He  gives  it  in  a  way 
that  easily  gives  one  an  understanding 
of  the  meaning  of  each  hymn,  through 
his  prose  translation  and  background 
notes,  and  that  leads  to  an  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  its  beauty  and  message  of 
prayer,  through  the  metrical  English 
translation  chosen.  These  latter,  most 
carefully  selected  and  representing  the 
best  in  English  translation,  whether 
from  Catholic  or  non-Catholic  sources, 
make  the  work  a  superior  anthology  of 
English  hymnody  as  well.  Neverthe¬ 
less,  all  this  is  done  in  an  unobtrusive 
way,  without  confronting  the  reader 
with  the  heavy  artillery  of  scholarly 
procedure. 

For  one  who  is  interested  in  our 
heritage  of  ecclesiastical  hymnody,  or 
who  would  seek  a  deeper  insight  into 
the  prayers  of  his  Breviary  and  Missal 
and  a  fuller  appreciation  of  their  real 
content  and  beauty,  this  work  will 
prove  to  be  of  value  as  it  is  read  and 
re-read.  Charles  W.  McNamee 

- - + - 

Young  Mr.  Newman,  by  Maisie 

Ward;  Sheed  and  Ward,  New  York, 

1948;  477  pp.,  $4.50. 

Almost  sixty  years  have  passed  since 
the  death  of  John  Cardinal  Newman, 
a  period  in  which  to  challenge  his  lit¬ 
erary  fame  as  the  master  of  prose  of 
the  nineteenth  century  would  be  to 
brand  yourself  as  brash  and  ridiculous. 
Interest  in  authors  fluctuate;  their  pop¬ 
ularity,  like  living  waters,  has  ebb  and 
flow.  Now  interest  revives,  then  lies 
dormant.  The  interest  of  an  age  in 
( Continued  on  page  25,  col.  1) 
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IRVING  Berlin  was  right.  To  this, 
the  boardwalk,  pre-Christmas  chor¬ 
isters  agreed,  for  in  anticipatory  fash¬ 
ion  they  had  all  been  dreaming  of  a 
white  Christmas  long  before  the  holi¬ 
day  gates  were  lifted  on  December  21. 
Father  McCormick  himself,  first  ut¬ 
tered  the  magic  word  on  the  feast  of 
Our  Lady’s  Presentation  when  he  an¬ 
nounced  that  we  were  celebrating  “Sul- 
pician  little  Christmas.”  That  was 
enough  to  start  imaginary  snow  storms 
in  many  minds  and,  off  and  on  during 
December,  other  events  continued  to 
fan  the  flurries.  If  you  tried,  you 
could  even  sniff  the  scent  of  pine  and 
cedar  long  before  the  tannenbaum  was 
erected  midway  between  chapel  and 
prayerhall. 

The  Spiritual  Life 

The  patronal  feast  of  T.C.  was  for¬ 
mally  celebrated  on  the  last  Sunday 
after  Pentecost.  Father  McCormick 
was  the  celebrant  at  the  eleven  o’clock 
Solemn. High  Mass.  Rev.  Messrs.  Law¬ 
rence  Dannemiller  and  Bernard  Domi¬ 
nick  were  deacon  and  subdeacon.  The 
sermon  was  given  by  the  Rt.  Rev. 
Msgr.  William  Kelly,  pastor  of  St. 
Martin’s  church  in  Washington.  Over 
fifty  priests  from  the  university  and 
neighboring  parishes  were  present  to 
join  the  student  clerics  in  a  solemn  re¬ 
newal  of  the  Dominus  pars.  At  the 
banquet  downstairs,  the  atmosphere 
was  indeed  festive.  From  the  little  re¬ 
fectory  came  the  strains  of  a  string 
and  wind  ensemble.  Fortunately, 
“White  Christmas”  was  not  in  their 
repertoire.  No  point,  after  all,  in  an¬ 
ticipating  Advent! 

Our  Lady’s  Immaculate  Conception 
was  also  a  patronal  feast — of  our  coun¬ 
try,  our  university,  and  our  national 
shrine.  Archbishop  Patrick  O’Boyle 
was  celebrant  at  the  Solemn  Pontifical 
High  Mass,  and  Father  Raymond 
Hunt,  O.M.I.,  preached. 

At  high  noon,  the  Sunday  before, 
his  Excellency  blessed  our  new  outdoor 
Stations  of  the  Cross,  begun  in  1946. 
Many  were  the  helping  hands  which 
preceded  the  manus  Episcopi.  During 
the  three  years,  a  nucleus  of  workers 
had  dug  foundations,  mixed  sand  and 
cement,  chiseled  rock,  formed  clay 
molds  for  the  bronze  plaques,  fash¬ 
ioned  wooden  crosses,  and  nurtured 
decorative  ivy  plants.  The  stations 


themselves  were  designed,  planned,  and 
built  under  the  direction  of  Rev.  Nor- 
bert  Wolf  (’47),  who  began  the  task 
while  a  deacon.  Back  to  the  university 
after  ordination  for  graduate  studies 
in  history,  Father  Wolf  devoted  many 
of  his  free  hours  to  the  work,  and 
slowly,  like  the  medieval  cathedral 
projects,  the  fourteen  stone  edifices  be¬ 
gan  to  rise.  It  would  be  impossible  to 
jot  down  the  names  of  all  who  con¬ 
tributed  liberally  of  their  time  and  tal¬ 
ent  to  make  the  outside  stations  a  re¬ 
ality.  Some  were  on  hand  for  the  cere¬ 
mony  of  blessing.  Father  Wolf  was 
chaplain  to  the  Archbishop ;  Rev.  Mr. 
Bob  Pelletier,  who  sketched  the  de¬ 
signs  for  the  bronze  plaques,  was  first 
acolyte;  Mr.  Eldred  Lesniewski  and 
Rev.  Mr.  Kenneth  Povish  were  cross 
bearer  and  second  acolyte.  The  hours 
they  expended  are  certainly  beyond 
tabulation.  But  then,  so  are  the  hours 
of  prayer  that  will  be  poured  forth  by 
hundreds  and  thousands  of  future 
priests  as  they  seek,  in  this  Via  Crucis, 
identity  with  Christ  crucified.  Rev. 
Mr.  Ed  Scheuerman,  who  did  the  car¬ 
pentry  work,  tapped  the  first  blessed 
wooden  cross  into  place.  Many  other 
artisans  were  hidden  in  the  community 
ranks.  We  shall  lump  them  together 
under  the  title,  “general  laborers” — 
Rev.  Messrs.  Louis  Trzil  and  Mason 
Vaughn;  Messrs.  Hank  McMurrough, 
Frank  Heindl,  Pete  Hebert,  Carl  Till¬ 
man,  Christopher  Huntington,  Hank 
Schneider,  and  Ken  Dalton.  Some  few 
were  neither  on  ceremonies  nor  in  the 
community  procession — Revs.  Wilfrid 
Johannes  (’47),  O'in  J.  Murdick  (’48), 
and  Thomas  Trapasso  (’49).  We  hope 
they  will  come  back  soon  to  see  how 
their  bit  contributed  to  bring  the  Way 
of  the  Cross  to  the  woods  of  their  Al¬ 
ma  Mater. 

Visitors 

Speaking  of  alumni  coming  back, 
one  fortnight  had  all  the  aspects  of 
“old  home  weeks.”  Revs.  Daniel  Tar¬ 
rant  (’48),  John  Farley  (’48),  James 
Peterson  (’47),  and  Henry  Dziadosz 
(’49)  followed  each  other  in  quick  suc¬ 
cession.  Revs.  Joseph  McGinnis  (’46) 
and  Thomas  Reese  (’48)  stopped  by  in 
mid-December.  Up  New  England  way, 
Rev.  John  Toomey,  Voice  correspond¬ 
ent  of  ’47,  sent  a  few  alumni  news 
clippings;  Rev.  Joseph  Donahue  (’45) 


recently  gave  a  series  of  lectures  in 
Hartford  on  courtship  and  marriage; 
Rev.  Bradford  Colton  (’45)  anticipated 
the  Holy  Year  by  spending  part  of  the 
past  summer  in  Europe. 

On  St.  Andrew’s  Day  here,  Rev. 
William  Rooney  concluded  his  series  of 
informal  lectures  on  Catholic  Action. 
His  opening  talk  was  devoted  to  social 
and  juridical  Modernism,  wherein,  he 
said,  we  conform  to  the  mentality  of 
the  time  as  regards  social  problems. 
The  new  supernatural  life  of  Baptism 
is  lived  in  an  old  order,  is  molded  by 
surrounding  economic  and  political  in¬ 
stitutions.  To  change  the  scene  and 
make  the  fullness  of  Christian  life  at¬ 
tainable,  there  must  be,  Father  Rooney 
emphasized,  a  return  to  the  Christian 
Community  characterized  by  the  great¬ 
est  of  the  virtues — charity.  Subse¬ 
quent  talks  dealt  with  (1)  the  tech¬ 
niques  to  be  used  in  Y.C.W.  direction, 
and  (2)  the  spirituality  of  the  C.A. 
chaplain.  Really,  he  noted,  there  is  no 
such  chimera  as  a  spirituality  peculiar 
to  C.A.  chaplains.  The  question  is  the 
“spirituality  of  the  priest,”  and  that 
is  to  be  gauged  not  by  a  conviction  of 
personal  proximity  to  Christ,  but 
rather  by — and  this  Father  hammered 
home  continually  —  “Am  I  convinced 
that  the  man  on  the  corner  should  be 
closer  to  Him?” 

Discussion  Panels 

Renovabis,  the  T.C.  mouthpiece  of 
the  modern  apostolate,  used  Father 
Rooney’s  remarks  on  the  Christian 
Community  as  the  springboard  for 
their  first  issue.  The  topic  was  not 
only  thought-provoking  but  also  work- 
producing.  Combined,  thoughts  and 
words  gave  birth  to  the  Renovabis 
Forum.  Panel  discussion  leaders  were 
Tom  Phelan,  Casimir  Pugevicius,  and 
Frank  Wuellner.  The  second  and  third 
topics  for  the  writers  of  Renovabis 
were  the  Liturgy  as  “the  living  system 
of  social  sanctification,”  and  the  Fam¬ 
ily,  that  particular  unit  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Community  which  we  as  priests 
must  sanctify. 

Jumping  back  to  the  realm  of  recre¬ 
ation,  the  big  sports  news  of  the  month 
was  the  East-West  classic.  Unlike  past 
years,  the  tilt  was  dressed  up  with  a 
band  and  organized  cheers,  both  of 
which  verged  on  the  professional.  The 
game  was  a  close  6-6  till  the  final  quar¬ 
ter,  but  then  the  western  aerial  attack 
began  to  click.  Bill  Zuidema  was  the 
western  hero  as  he  latched  onto  a  last- 
minute  pass  bringing  the  final  tally  to 
West  12,  East  6. 

Dreams  of  Christmas  crystallized 
with  the  appearance  of  the  Trapp  fam- 
( Continued  on  page  22,  col.  1) 
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DECEMBER  brings  on  a  time  of 
expectancy.  The  Advent  liturgy 
reminds  us  of  the  coming  of  the  Infant 
Redeemer  and  the  continual  repetition 
of  the  ferial  prayer  keeps  ever  before 
our  eyes  the  necessity  of  a  reverent 
preparation.  We  were  home  for  Christ¬ 
mas  again  this  year — indeed  the  tradi¬ 
tion  of  Christmas  in  the  Seminary 
seems  to  have  left  us  for  good — and 
whispered  our  welcome  words  to  Gesn 
Bambino  in  our  parish  church  sur¬ 
rounded  by  our  dear  ones,  as  perhaps 
it  should  be. 

The  Christmas  spirit  hit  the  Semi¬ 
nary  earlier  than  usual  this  time.  Tak¬ 
ing  our  quarterly  examinations  all  at 
once,  leaving  us  comparatively  free 
from  constant  “plugging,”  undoubted¬ 
ly  had  a  lot  to  do  with  its  early  arrival. 
At  any  rate,  early  in  the  month  the 
students  flocked  to  place  their  orders 
for  Christmas  cards  and  to  visit  the 
book  store  every  night  in  search  of 
gifts  for  the  family. 

Keep  Up  the  Vigor 

But  this  Christmas  spirit  didn’t 
slacken  the  athletic  spirit.  The  basket¬ 
ball  fans  were  so  eager  to  be  at  their 
sport  that  they  began  playing  on  the 
courts  even  before  the  tennis  nets  had 
been  taken  down.  Besides  the  two  the 
Athletic  Department  usually  provides, 
two  additional  basketball  courts  were 
put  at  the  students’  disposal.  Shooting 
at  the  baskets  on  these  newly  paved 
courts  has  been  made  a  little  more  diffi¬ 
cult  because  of  the  fan-shaped  back¬ 
boards.  The  air-conditioned  gym  did  a 
lot  of  business,  too,  during  Decem¬ 
ber;  every  afternoon  found  devotees 
snapping  the  punching  bags  back  and 
forth,  jumping  rope,  or  lifting  weights, 
putting  themselves  in  “shape"  for  their 
homecoming  presentation.  Then,  too, 
as  the  air  got  colder  on  the  outside, 
the  smoke  in  the  recreation  hall  and 
music  room  got  thicker,  all  to  the  dis¬ 
may  of  the  non-smoker  who  either 
braved  the  cold  or  spent  his  after  meal 
recreations  walking  in  the  upstairs 
hallway. 

Speaking  of  hallways  brings  to  mind 
this  incident.  It  might  well  have  hap¬ 
pened  to  anyone  on  one  of  tliose  Wed¬ 
nesday  mornings  when  he  was  feeling 
so  solicitotis  about  the  observance  of 
the  Rule  that  he  thought  it  his  duty  to 
check  on  a  fellow  student  noticed  talk¬ 
ing  at  a  door.  He  might  have  stopped 
briefly,  in  passing  by,  tapped  the  of¬ 
fender  on  the  shoulder,  and  whispered 
as  a  reminder  (without  breaking  the 
silence,  of  course)  :  “Tou  have  permis¬ 
sion?”  One  of  the  Reverend  Deacons 
did  just  that,  but  the  hallway  was  dark 
and  he  saw  much  too  late,  to  his  titter 


confusion,  that  his  tap  had  disturbed 
the  shoulder  of  none  other  than  a  fac¬ 
ulty  member.  Appreciation  of  the  sit¬ 
uation  was  strictly  one-sided  as  the 
Father  quipped:  “That’s  bad  for  the 
heart,  isn’t  it  ?”  and  our  Deacon  sheep¬ 
ishly  slumped  away. 

December  also  brought  about  a 
change  in  the  refectory.  The  painting 
of  Pius  VII — the  Pope  instrumental  in 
changing  the  Sulpicians’  plan  to  aban¬ 
don  the  Baltimore  Seminary  in  the 
early  days — showing  the  Holy  Father 
adoring  the  Blessed  Sacrament  is  now 
on  the  side  wall  facing  the  pulpit  and 
in  its  former  place  at  the  south  end  of 
the  Fathers’  table  hangs  a  full  color 
portrait  of  His  Holiness,  Pius  XII. 
This  copy  of  an  original  photograph, 
some  two  by  three  feet  in  size  and  liand- 
sometly  framed,  shows  the  Holy  Father 
in  rich  scarlet  robes  at  his  throne,  hand 
extended  in  blessing.  It  bears  a  fac¬ 
simile  of  the  Papal  message  and  signa¬ 
ture  attached  to  the  original :  “We  pray 
that  Almighty  God  may  have  mercy  on 
this  stricken  world,  and  cause  misun¬ 
derstanding  and  hatred  to  cease,  truth 
and  charity  to  prevail,  and  that  under 
this  guiding  Spirit  the  nations  may 
soon  enjoy  the  blessings  of  a  lasting 
peace.  From  the  Vatican,  Januarv  25. 
194S,  Pius  PP.  XII.” 

Delinquent  Drain  Dug 

The  efforts  of  the  woodcutters  men¬ 
tioned  in  last  month's  issue  of  The 
Voice  were  not  in  vain  and  recently  all 
the  neatly  piled-up  results  of  their 
labors  were  hauled  away  by  the  St. 
Vincent  de  Paul  Society  to  bring  cheer 
to  someone's  bare  and  cold  hearth. 
These  hard  working  woodsmen  have 
momentarily  laid  aside  their  axes  and 
saws  to  do  Father  Ivunkel  another  fa¬ 
vor.  An  old  drain  out  behind  the  build¬ 
ing  had  ceased  functioning  for  some 
reason  or  other  and  Father  decided  to 
investigate  the  reason.  It  necessitated 
exposing  the  whole  length  of  the  drain, 
a  good  300  feet  of  it — that  meant  a  lot 
of  digging  and  shoveling.  But  the  work 
seemed  lighter  the  times  Father  Knn- 
kel  brought  down  peanuts  or  choco¬ 
late  bars  for  the  volunteers. 

Another  faculty  member  held  a 
prominent  position  before  the  students’ 
eyes  during  December  with  his  inter¬ 
esting  spiritual  readings  on  the  life  of 
Sister  Miriam  Teresa.  Father  Xevins 


first  mentioned  her  in  one  of  his  medi¬ 
tations  and  then  came  back  to  give  us 
more  details.  The  life  of  this  Sister 
in  the  Jersey  Convent  Station  Novi¬ 
tiate  was  indeed  impressive,  an  inspire  • 
tion  and  example  for  our  keeping  the 
Rule.  Father  also  managed  to  secure 
enough  pamphlets  on  her  life  to  pass 
around  and  then  earnestly  begged  us 
to  remember  her  cause  in  our  prayers. 
Her  canonization  would  make  Sister 
Miriam  Teresa  our  first  native  Amer¬ 
ican  saint. 

Around  the  World 

Pushing  their  campaign  for  air  trav¬ 
el  to  Europe,  representatives  of  the 
American  Airlines  visited  the  Seminary 
December  13  and  showed  us  two  films. 
The  first  one  endeavored  to  encourage 
ocean  passage  by  air.  It  illustrated  the 
comparative  smoothness  of  the  flight 
by  showing  how  steady  the  liquid  in  a 
cocktail  glass  remained  —  all  to  the 
chagrin  of  the  members  of  the  Tem¬ 
perance  League  who  had  taken  their 
pledges  only  a  few  days  before.  The 
other  film  was  a  travelogue  to  Scan¬ 
dinavia.  Paul  d’Auchamp  was  remind¬ 
ed  of  his  recent  summer  vacation  at 
home  in  Denmark. 

That  same  evening  we  were  privi¬ 
leged  to  have  as  our  guest  His  Excel¬ 
lency  the  Most  Rev.  Joseph  Iviwanuka, 
Vicar  Apostolic  of  Masaka  in  Uganda. 
He  had  the  unique  privilege  of  having 
been  consecrated  by  the  present  Holy 
Father  on  October  29.  1939,  ten  years 
after  his  ordination,  the  first  native 
African  bishop  to  be  consecrated  since 
the  death  of  St.  Augustine  of  Hippo. 
He  talked  to  us  at  Spiritual  Reading. 
Though  he  apologized  for  his  English, 
we  soon  realized  the  apology  had  been 
unnecessary.  Enable  to  secure  the 
needed  funds  for  the  running  of  his 
diocese,  he  had  been  encouraged  by  the 
Holy  Father  to  visit  England,  Canada, 
and  the  United  States.  He  had  come 
to  make  friends,  he  said.  Of  great  in¬ 
terest  was  the  description  of  his  major 
and  minor  seminary.  The  minor  semi¬ 
nary  had  been  first  opened  by  the 
White  Fathers  some  sixty  years  ago 
but  the  reed  structure  has  been  par¬ 
tially  destroyed  by  termites.  The  course 
in  the  major  seminary  is  a  little  longer 
than  ours  here  in  the  States — nine 
years  altogether.  However,  the  cost  of 
( Continued  on  page  30,  col.  21 
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ST.  MARY’S  SEMINARY 

1899 

RT.  REV.  MSGR.  WILLIAM  S. 
CONDON  (New),  pastor  of  Immacu¬ 
late  Conception  Church,  Elizabeth, 
was  one  of  several  priests  of  the  Arch¬ 
diocese  of  Newark  who  were  named 
Domestic  Prelates. 

1913 

RT.  REV.  MSGR.  JAMES  J.  MAY 
(Char),  Vicar  General  of  the  Diocese 
of  Charleston  and  rector  of  the  Cathe¬ 
dral,  was  elected  the  administrator  of 
the  Diocese  on  November  4.  He  will 
direct  the  affairs  of  the  diocese  until  a 
successor  to  Bishop  Emmet  M.  Walsh 
has  been  appointed. 

1922 

VERY  REV.  CHARLES  A.  TOW- 
ELL  (Cov),  pastor  of  Holy  Guardian 
Angels’  Church,  Sanfordtown,  was  re¬ 
cently  raised  to  the  rank  of  Papal 
Chamberlain. 

REV.  I)R.  PAUL  H.  FURFEY 
(W  D  C),  professor  of  sociology  at 
Catholic  University,  delivered  the 
third  lecture  of  the  Benedictine  Lecture 
Series  in  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  on 
December  4. 

1923 

REV.  EDWARD  J.  SUPPLE 
(Dub),  formerly  stationed  at  the 
Church  of  the  Assumption,  Cresco,  can 
now  be  reached  at  St.  Patrick’s,  Box 
118,  Winthrop,  Iowa. 

1925 

REV.  AUGUSTINE  F.  BURNS 
(Pro)  has  been  appointed  pastor  at 
St.  Andrew’s,  Brock  Island.  He  had 
been  stationed  at  St.  Edward’s,  Provi¬ 
dence. 

1927 

REV.  CHRISTOPHER  L.  BROD¬ 
ERICK  (F.  R.),  formerly  stationed  at 
Immaculate  Conception  Church,  Fall 
River,  has  been  named  administrator 
of  St.  Patrick’s  Church,  Somerset. 

1928 

RT.  REV.  MSGR.  EDMUND  J. 
YAHN  (Wh),  rector  of  St.  Joseph’s 
Cathedral,  spoke  on  the  Church  of  the 
Air,  a  coast-to-coast  program  over  the 
Columbia  Broadcasting  System,  on 
December  11. 

REV.  JOHN  J.  HILL  (L  A)  has 
been  changed  from  St.  Sebastian’s  in 
West  Los  Angeles  to  Ascension 
Church,  Los  Angeles. 

REV.  CHARLES  J.  WALKER 
(Bal),  pastor  of  St.  Joseph’s,  Taney- 


MURDS 


town,  was  recently  appointed  the  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Catholic  Rural  Life  Pro¬ 
gram  for  Maryland,  Delaware,  and 
Southern  New  Jersey.  He  is  working 
out  a  procedure  for  having  a  priest  in 
each  county  to  advise  the  county 
farmers  and  to  attend  Rural  Life 
meetings. 

1930 

REV.  GEORGE  R.  HARDY  (L  C), 
formerly  at  St.  James’,  La  Crosse,  can 
now  be  found  at  St.  Francis’  Church, 
Ellsworth,  Wise. 

1931 

REV.  VINCENT  T.  HOVERMANN 
(Dub)  was  recently  appointed  pastor 
of  St.  Mary’s  Church,  Manchester. 

REV.  LEROY  B.  KEEGAN  (L  C) 
has  been  named  the  dean  of  the  Sparta 
deanery,  which  is  composed  of  Mon¬ 
roe  county. 

1932 

REV.  JAMES  H.  GRADY  (Sav- 
At)  has  been  appointed  pastor  of  St. 
Mary’s  Church,  Rome. 

CHAP.  JAMES  L.  SCHAD  (Cam) 
has  sent  us  his  new  address :  Hq.  2nd 
Inf.  Reg.,  5th  Inf.  Div.,  Fort  Jackson, 
S.  C. 

1934 

REV.  FRANCIS  J.  FOLEY  (Mob) 
has  sent  us  his  new  address :  2120  3rd 
Ave.,  No.,  Birmingham.  He  was  trans¬ 
ferred  from  Our  Lady  of  Sorrows 
Church,  Birmingham,  but  we  do  not 
know  the  name  of  the  new  parish  to 
which  he  has  been  sent. 

1935 

REV.  GEORGE  T.  DALY  (Sav- 
At),  until  recently  administrator  of  St. 
Michael’s  Church,  Savannah  Beach, 
has  been  sent  to  St.  Anthony’s  Church, 
Atlanta,  to  serve  as  assistant  pro-tem 
during  the  illness  of  Father  Donnelly. 

1936 

REV.  THOMAS  J.  SWEENEY 
(Pro),  formerly  assistant  at  St.  James’, 
Arctic,  has  been  transferred  to  St.  Ed¬ 
ward’s,  Providence. 

1938 

REV.  FRANCIS  L.  CURRAN 
(Man)  has  been  changed  from  St. 
Michael’s  in  Exeter,  New  Hampshire, 
to  St.  Joseph’s  Cathedral,  Manchester. 

1939 

CHAP.  JOHN  N.  KESSLER  (Dub) 
has  sent  us  his  new  address:  B  0  Q 
1676,  Rm  129,  Kelly  A  F  B,  Texas.  He 
also  has  a  new  serial  number:  18789A. 

REV.  PAUL  L.  MANNING,  M.S. 


S.W.  (St  A),  pastor  of  Sacred  Heart 
Parish,  Homestead,  has  been  appoint¬ 
ed  to  a  three-year  term  as  a  member 
of  the  newly-formed  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors  of  the  National  Conference  of 
Catholic  Charities  in  Washington,  D.C. 
He  was  also  named  by  the  Governor  to 
the  Florida  State  Hospital  Advisory 
Council. 

1940 

REV.  STEPHEN  J.  DOWNEY  (F 
R),  formerly  assistant  at  St.  Patrick’s, 
Somerset,  has  been  appointed  to  Im¬ 
maculate  Conception  Church,,  Fall  Riv¬ 
er,  in  the  same  capacity. 

REV.  HENRY  E.  HAMMOND 
(Rich), assistant  at  Holy  Cross,  Lynch¬ 
burg,  is  carrying  out  a  favorite  project 
of  his  since  college  days :  helping  and 
providing  personal  attention  to  the 
youth  who  are  interested  in  sports.  He 
is  coaching  basketball,  baseball  and 
softball  at  Holy  Cross  Academy. 

CHAP.  STEPHEN  G.  HORVATH 
(Tr),  formerly  on  the  U.S.S.  Hamul, 
is  now  statoned  at  the  U.  S.  Naval 
Hospital,  Philadelphia. 

1941 

REV.  ROBERT  J.  SAUNDERS 
(Duh)  has  been  appointed  pastor  of 
St.  Michael’s  Church,  Garber,  with 
Sacred  Heart  Church,  Littleport,  as  a 
mission. 

1942 

REV.  JAMES  J.  DENNIS  (Hart), 
formerly  at  St.  Francis’,  New  Haven, 
has  been  appointed  to  St,  Clement’s, 
Stamford,  Conn. 

1943 

REV.  RAYMOND  R.  HAMEL  (F 
R)  is  now  stationed  at  St.  Ann’s 
Church,  New  Bedford.  He  was  for¬ 
merly  at  Notre  Dame  Church,  Fall 
River. 

REV.  JAMES  V.  LOUGHLIN 
(Mob)  spoke  at  a  Day  of  Recollection 
sponsored  by  the  Birmingham  Deanery 
of  the  N.C.C.W.  on  November  30.  He 
is  the  assistant  pastor  at  St.  Augus¬ 
tine’s,  North  Birmingham,  and  also  the 
associate,  editor  of  the  Catholic  Week. 

REV.  WILLIAM  F.  POWERS 
(Dub)  has  been  named  assistant  pas¬ 
tor  at  St.  Joseph’s  Church,  New 
Hampton. 

1945 

REV.  JULIUS  J.  CILINSKI 
(Rich)  was  recently  changed  from 
Port  Richmond  to  St.  Paul’s,  Rich¬ 
mond. 

REV.  FRANCIS  J.  LANG  (Sag) 
has  been  transferred  from  St.  An¬ 
drew’s,  Saginaw,  to  St.  Joseph’s 
Church,  West  Branch,  Mich. 

REV.  JOHN  C.  WITTE  (Ft  W) 
has  been  transferred  from  St.  John’s, 
Valparaiso,  to  St.  Mark’s  Church, 
Gary. 
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1945  A 

REV.  JOSEPH  A.  SULLIVAN 
(Dub),  formerly  stationed  at  St.  Pat¬ 
rick’s,  Dubuque,  can  now  be  reached 
at  St.  Bernard’s,  Alta  Vista.,  Iowa. 

1946 

REV.  KENNETH  F.  SCHNOE- 
BELEN  (Lin)  has  been  changed  from 
St.  Peter’s,  Bellwood,  Nebraska,  to  St. 
Wenceslaus’  Church,  Box  156,  Wahoo. 

1947 

REV.  ALBERT  G.  BAILLARG- 
EON  (Man)  has  sent  us  his  new  ad¬ 
dress  :  St.  Anne’s  Rectory,  Berlin, 
N.  H. 

REV.  JOHN  F.  NIEN,  stationed  at 
the  Catholic  Church,  Yuanling,  Hunan, 
China,  sent  the  following  letter  to  the 
Community. 

Dear  Fellows : 

It  is  unforgetful,  how  sweet  is  that 
old  home,  where  Fratres  habitant  in 
unum!  I  never  forget  it,  especially 
when  I  am  faced  with  the  new  “Red” 
ungodly  faces.  Do  not  be  surprised, 
fellows,  since  we  have  been  “liberat¬ 
ed”  (a  special  term!)  two  months  ago, 
and  are  under  the  “Red  Rule.”  All 
priests  are  at  their  posts.  The  church 
functions  are  still  unhindered;  several 
mission  houses  have  been  “borrowed” 
(a  polite  word).  There  were  plenty 
troubles  in  the  beginning;  since  then, 
things  became  better.  As  for  the  fu¬ 
ture,  God  will  take  care  of  it. 

I  am  very  thankful  to  The  Voice.  . .  . 
You  know  as  well  as  I  do,  what  will 
be  the  joy  when  one  gets  news  from 
his  friends  or  reads  about  them !  .  .  . 
May  I  ask  of  you  all,  Fellows,  prayers. 
We  need  lots  of  prayers  in  a  crisis 
like  this.  So  would  you  be  kind  to  us 
“Reds,”  and  convert  us  “Reds”  to 
Christ  through  your  prayers  ?  So  long ! 

1949 

REV.  WILLIAM  J.  GIERANOW- 
SKI  (Ft  W)  has  sent  us  his  new  ad¬ 
dress  :  St.  Stanislaus  Church,  East 
Chicago,  Indiana. 

REV.  FRANCIS  J.  SZPERKA 
(Wil)  dropped  us  a  note  to  tell  us 
that  he  has  been  changed  from  St. 
John’s  in  Milford,  to  St.  Hedwig’s 
Church,  Wilmington. 

THEOLOGICAL  COLLEGE 

1924 

REV.  ALBERT  D.  TALBOT,  S.S., 
chaplain  at  Crile  Veterans  Hospital 
since  July,  1948,  celebrated  his  silver 
jubilee  in  the  priesthood  with  a  Mass 
of  thanksgiving  in  the  Crile  Chapel  on 
December  18.  The  officers  of  the  Mass 
were  students  of  his  while  he  was 
teaching  at  St.  Charles’  College.  Father 
Talbot  was  on  Bataan  when  it  fell  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  war  and  was  a  prisoner 
for  34  months.  He  has  received  sev- 
( Cont .  on  page  26,  col.  3) 


TEAR  off  the  last  page  of  that  old 
calendar  and  put  up  that  bright 
new  one  marked  JANUARY,  1950. 
Get  out  your  cassock  and  wipe  the  dust 
off  your  books.  There  is  the  bell  now 
— the  first  class  of  the  new  year.  .  .  . 
“Last  class  we  were  talking  about  .  .  .” 
Wait,  Father,  it  can’t  be  as  simple  as 
all  that !  Why,  we  just  came  back  from 
our  Christmas  -  vacation.  Christmas! 
Three  long,  wonderful  weeks.  It  was 
good  to  see  the  folks  again — to  walk 
past  the  bright  store  windows — to  go 
to  Midnight  Mass  on  Christmas  Eve.  It 
doesn’t  seem  possible  that  we  are  back 
in  school  already. 

Why,  I  can  remember  the  entertain¬ 
ment  we  had  the  night  before  we  left 
for  home  as  plain  as  .  .  .  Karl  Huller 
and  Joe  LaPlante  narrated  the  Mes¬ 
sage  of  Christmas,  the  story  of  the 
birth  of  the  Christ  Child,  while  in  the 
background  the  choir  sang  those  beau¬ 
tiful  carols,  “All  Hail,  Eternal  Child,” 
“Silent  Night,”  “Lo,  A  Fair  Rose,” 
“Gesu  Bambino,”  and  “Adeste  Fidel- 
es.”  Vince  Smith  sang  “Oh,  Holy 
Night”  and  Joe  McCall  followed  with 
another  solo,  “I  Know  That  My  Re¬ 
deemer  Liveth.”  And  who  can  forget 
how  George  Hafner  brought  the  house 
down  with  his  coy  rendition  of  “All  I 
Want  For  Christmas  Is  My  Two  Front 
Teeth”?  Certainly  everyone  was  too 
excited  with  the  anticipation  of  the 
next  day’s  trip  to  get  much  sleep  that 
night. 

And  then  there  was  that  Christmas 
party  for  the  Negro  children  of  St. 
Pius’  parish.  I  can  still  hear  one  little 
fellow’s  sincere  “Thank  you,  Father” 
when  Santa  Claus  gave  him  a  week’s 
supply  of  groceries.  All  the  credit  in 
the  world  must  be  given  to  Justin 
Steurer,  Jim  Await,  Paul  Fink  and  all 
the  others  who  made  the  party  possi¬ 
ble.  Those  boys  and  girls  certainly  had 
the  time  of  their  lives  (and  I  must  ad¬ 
mit  we  did,  too).  They  had  candy, 
cupcakes,  ice  cream,  and  “coke”  until 
they  couldn’t  eat  any  more;  they  each 
received  a  gift  from  “Father  Santa”; 
they  were  entertained  by  movies  and 
delighted  by  the  choir  (especially  by 

Frank  Repucci’s  antics);  they- - 

oops!  There’s  the  bell  —  the  end  of 
class.  I  must  have  been  reminiscing. 
What  is  that  you  say,  Father?  Mid¬ 
years  coming  up  soon?  Oh,  no - ! 

Well,  as  long  as  we  are  in  a  reminis¬ 


cing  mood  let’s  bring  the  Pacalog  up 
to  date.  The  big  sports  event  of  last 
month  was  the  All-Star  football  game. 
Still  smarting  from  the  defeat  at  the 
hands  of  the  second  year  softball  team, 
the  First  Philosophers  went  all  out  to 
gain  a  20-13  victory  in  this  hard- 
fought  football  game.  Revenge  was 
sweet  as  the  first  year  men  scored  in 
the  first  quarter  and  were  never  be¬ 
hind  after  that.  The  spirit  ran  high 
between  the  rival  teams  and  even 
along  the  cheering  sidelines. 

The  All-Star  game  was  the  climax 
of  a  successful  season  of  intramural 
competition.  With  ten  teams  in  the 
league  just  about  everybody  had  a 
chance  to  make  like  Johnny  Lujack. 
Bill  Newman’s  team  finished  ’way  out 
front  with  a  clean  record  of  eight  wins 
and  no  losses. 

Those  last  days  of  November  were 
rather  hectic  days  for  us.  The  18  and 
19  saw  us  “commuting”  to  and  from 
the  Lord  Baltimore  Hotel,  and  Seton 
and  Calvert  Hall  High  Schools  to  at¬ 
tend  regional  conferences  of  the  Con¬ 
fraternity  of  Christian  Doctrine.  On 
Sunday,  November  20,  the  choir  and 
community  assisted  at  the  Solemn  Pon¬ 
tifical  Mass  offered  by  Archbishop 
Keough  in  thanksgiving  for  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  Congress.  Monday  was  the 
Feast  of  the  Presentation.  We  had  no 
classes,  but  that  was  merely  the  lull 
before  the  storm.  Nor  was  the  storm 
long  in  coming — two  days  of  exams. 
And  finally  there  followed  Thanksgiv¬ 
ing  Day — a  free  day. 

We  were  rather  pleasantly  surprised 
one  morning  early  in  November  when 
three  Maryknoll  Sisters  paid  St. 
Mary’s  a  visit.  Mother  Mary  Joseph, 
the  Foundress  of  the  Maryknoll  Sis¬ 
ters,  Sister  Columba,  the  Mother  Gen¬ 
eral,  and  Sister  Rosetta,  a  Japanese 
Sister,  assured  us  that  they  felt  right 
at  home  here  since  Maryknoll  tradi¬ 
tion  and  rule  is  traced  back  to  Old  St. 
Mary’s. 

The  truth  of  Sister’s  words  was 
brought  home  to  us  quite  realistically 
a  few  weeks  later  when  we  saw  several 
movies  about  the  work  of  the  Mary¬ 
knoll  Missions  in  China.  Several  of 
the  scenes  showed  an  alumnus  of  St. 
Mary’s,  Rev.  Joseph  Sweeney  of  New 
Britain,  Connecticut,  working  among 
the  lepers  in  his  Maryknoll  Mission. 

(Cont.  on  page  25,  col.  1) 
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WASHINGTON  2,  D.  C. 

ROBERT  A.  GENOU,  MGR. 
801  NORTH  CAPITOL  STREET 
STERLING  2264 


SIZES 
34  to  50 


BAN  HITE 

CORRECT  CLOTHES  FOR  THE 

CLERGY 


BALTIMORE  1,  MD. 


BLACK  ALL  WOOL 


SUITS 


Herringbone 
Gabardine 
Serge  &  Tropical 


CHARLES  S.  MURPHY,  JR.,  REP. 

1 07  WEST  FAYETTE  STREET,  3RD  FLOOR 
ENTRANCE  ON  S.  HANOVER  STREET 
SARATOGA  4283 


TOPCOATS  gs 


CASSOCKS 


In  All  Desirable  Materials 


ALLIGATOR  RAIN  WEAR 
MANHATTAN  SHIRTS 
JARMAN  SHOES 


MacGREGOR  WEAR 
MALLORY  HATS 
INTERWOVEN  HOSE 


MATERIALS  BY  THE  YARD 


SAINT  JOSEPH’S 
COLLEGE 

EMMITSBURG,  MARYLAND 

A  College  of  Liberal  Arts  and 
Sciences  for  Women 

Courses  leading  to  the  Degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  and 
Bachelor  of  Science 

Accredited  by  the  Middle  States  Association  of  Colleges 
and  Secondary  Schools 

Conducted  by 

The  Daughters  of  Charity 
of  Saint  Vincent  De  Paul 

FOUNDED  ...  1809  BY  MOTHER  ELIZABETH 
ANN  SETON 

For  Information,  Address 

The  Registrar 


Do  you  know  -  -  - 

OUR  NEW  LOCATION 

THE  GERRITS  of  YONKERS,  N.  Y. 

EST.  1896 

HAS  MOVED  TO 

274  Main  Street  Worcester  8,  Mass. 

- + - 

Tradition  and  Quality  as  Always 

- * - 

Bishops  and  Prelates  Outfits 

Cassocks,  Cloaks  and  Birettas 

Designed  and  made  under  the  supervision 

of 

GERARD  J.  GERRITS 

Mail  orders  our  specialty — Satisfaction  guaranteed 
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Complete  Clerical  Outfitters 

Representing 

R.  J.  TOOMEY  CO. 

Worcester,  Mass. 

Suits  —  Topcoats  —  Capes 
Birettas  —  Cassocks 

Altar  Boys ’  Cassocks  and  Surplices 

Prelates,  priests,  seminarians  can  vouch 
for  accuracy  in  style  and  fit. 

IMMEDIATE  DELIVERY 

on  Cleric  Collar  Fronts  and  Rabat s 
Plain  Neck  Fronts  and  Rabat s 
Linen  and  Litholin  Collars 


THE  TAILORING  STUDIOS  OF 

38  ac  It  mart 

NATIONALLY  KNOWN 


101  W.  BALTIMORE  ST. 

entrance  on  Hanover  Street- 
Phone:  PLaza  2188  2nd  Floor 
H.  L.  BACHMAN  F.  C.  MICHAEL 


pecializing  in 
Liturgical  decorating; 
painting,  lighting 
and  designing — 
of  churches,  chapels 
and  institutions 

The  H.  Chambers  Co. 

INTERIOR  DESIGNERS 

1026  TV.  Charles  Street , 
Baltimore 


WASHINGTON 

( Continued  from  page  17,  col.  8) 
ily  singers  and  their  concert  of  Christ¬ 
mas  music.  Community  applause  voiced 
both  our  thanks  and  wish  that  such 
entertainment  might  be  incorporated 
into  the  tradition  of  the  House.  The 
very  same  day,  Rev.  H.  Garrouteigt 
popped  in.  Around  Montreal,  you 
know,  the  “H”  stands  for  Henri,  but 
at  401  Michigan  its  traditional  transla¬ 
tion  is  “Happy.”  Each  year,  Father 
Garrouteigt’s  appearance  at  T.C.  is 
like  a  shot  in  the  community’s  arm.  We 
perk.  In  his  presence  everyone  seems 
to  be  smiling  everywhere  and  always. 
Prime  evidence  of  the  inoculation 
process  was  detectible  in  the  annual 
Christmas  program.  This  year’s  skit 
viewed  the  Christmas  scene  through 
the  eyes  of  the  innkeeper  “who  had  no 
room.”  It  was  entitled  Hotel  Bethle¬ 
hem.  In  the  order  of  their  appearance, 
the  cast  included  Bill  Zuidema,  Frank 
Hackett,  Bill  Hodde,  Louis  Gagnard, 
Frank  Wuellner,  John  Landrum,  A1 
Boland,  John  Costello  and  Joe  Willett. 
The  orchestra  and  choir,  under  Mr. 
Horton  Roe’s  direction,  combined  in 
Victor  Herbert’s  “March  of  the  Toys.” 
Santa  (John  Esseff)  Claus  kept  the 
march  going  in  the  refectory  the  fol¬ 
lowing  evening.  He  tossed  out  his 


trinkets  in  “truth  and  consequence” 
style.  Needless  to  say  no  one  ques¬ 
tioned  could  possibly  tell  the  truth  and 
so  Santa  would  pull  a  unique  conse¬ 
quence  from  his  bag.  The  show  was 
completely  unrehearsed — especially  for 
those  who  found  out  it  didn’t  pay  to 
be  ignorant. 

And  now  back  to  the  boardwalk  car¬ 
olers  who  are  just  finishing  Mr.  Ber¬ 
lin’s  song.  Its  final  phrase  can  start 
your  dream  reel  for  the  new  year — 
may  all  your  Christmases  be  white ! ! 

Edward  E.  Carroll 
- * - 

We  ask  a  remembrance  in  your  pray¬ 
ers  for  the  following : 

Sister  of  Rev.  Joseph  J.  Alker  (L 
A); 

Aunt  of  Rev.  Francis  R.  Connerton, 
S.S.; 

Father  of  Rev.  Francis  B.  Dooley 
(Ind); 

Mother  of  Rev.  J.  Gilbert  Gadow 
(Bal)  ; 

Mother  of  Rev.  Vincent  Gookin,  S.J. 
(Fairfield  University,  Conn.) ; 

Mother  of  Rev.  Bernard  J.  McBride 
(Br); 

Mother  of  Rev.  William  F.  Myers 
(Hart) ; 

Mother  of  Rev.  Joseph  V.  Spellman 
(Br). 


ENTRUSTED 

( Continued  from  page  8,  col.  2<) 

teacher.  For  it  is  only  through  the 
teaching  of  Christ  and  the  belief  it 
engenders  that  there  are  opened  to 
men  the  flood  of  sacrificial  merit  and 
the  fonts  of  forgiveness.  “For  who¬ 
soever  shall  call  on  the  Lord  shall  be 
saved.  .  .  .  But  how  shall  they  call  on 
Him  Whom  they  have  not  believed? 
Or  how  shall  they  believe  Him  of 
Whom  they  have  not  heard?  Or  how 
shall  they  hear  without  a  preacher? 
.  .  .  Faith  comes  by  hearing  and  hear¬ 
ing  by  the  word  of  Christ.”  (Romans 
X) 

It  is  by  the  fulfillment  of  this  three¬ 
fold  duty  of  spreading  the  teaching  of 
Christ,  of  bringing  to  man  not  only  a 
realization  of  his  sinfulness  but  also 
the  healing  balm  of  forgiveness,  and 
of  offering  with  clean  hands  and  a 
loving  heart  the  divine  Sacrifice  of 
the  Mass,  that  priests  will  make  their 
greatest  contribution  to  the  restora¬ 
tion  of  our  failing  civilization.  Some¬ 
times  priests  get  the  notion  that  the 
confines  of  their  daily  priestly  duties 
are  too  narrow,  that  they  must  step 
out  into  the  public  arena  and  engage 
in  the  task  of  social  organization,  in 
economic  struggle  and  political  strife. 
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+  In  Mann  Dei  Sunt  + 


Rt.  Rev.  Msgr.  Peter  J,  Hart 

(Tr),  80;  pastor  of  St.  Peter’s 
Church,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J., 
and  Dean  of  the  Clergy  of  Mid¬ 
dlesex  County;  died  November 
20;  St.  Mary’s  Seminary;  or¬ 
dained  1896. 

Rev.  Dio  nisi  J.  Birarelli 

(Hart),  42;  assistant  pastor  of 
Our  Lady  of  Mt.  Carmel  Church, 
Meriden,  Connecticut;  died  De¬ 
cember  10  after  a  year’s  illness ; 
St.  Thomas’  Seminary,  St. 
Mary’s  Seminary;  ordained 
June  29,  1934. 

Rev.  Edmond  Daull  (Laf) ; 
pastor  of  St.  Mary  Magdalene 
Church,  Abbeville,  Louisiana; 
died  December  5  of  a  heart  at¬ 
tack;  St.  Mary’s  Seminary;  or¬ 
dained  1910. 

Rev.  James  Q.  Dolan  (Hart), 
77 ;  pastor  of  St.  Joseph’s 
Church,  Meriden,  Connecticut ; 
died  on  December  8;  St.  Charles’ 
College;  St.  Mary’s  Seminary; 
Seminary  of  St.  Sulpice,  Issy, 
France;  Grand  Seminary,  Mon¬ 
treal;  ordained  December  17, 
1898. 

Rev.  James  L.  Garrity  (Dav), 
59 ;  pastor  of  St.  Patrick’s 
Church,  Brooklyn,  Iowa;  killed 


in  a  fall  on  December  7 ;  St. 
Mary’s  Seminary,  Sulpician 
Seminary,  Washington,  or¬ 
dained  May  27,  1922. 

Rev.  William  H.  Granger 
(Jol),  75;  pastor  of  St.  James’ 
Church,  Irwin,  Illinois;  died  in 
November;  Grand  Seminary, 
Montreal,  North  American  Col¬ 
lege,  Rome;  ordained  June  21, 
1901. 

Rev.  John  L.  Hammill  (Og), 
36;  secretary  to  the  Bishop, 
Vice-Chancellor,  and  secretary 
of  the  Diocesan  Matrimonial 
Curia;  killed  in  an  automobile 
accident  in  December;  Grand 
Seminary,  Montreal,  Sulpician 
Seminary,  Washington;  or¬ 
dained  June  2,  1939. 

Rev.  Francis  A.  Kiniry  (N  Y), 
72;  pastor  of  Our  Lady  of  An¬ 
gels  Church,  Bronx;  died  De¬ 
cember  2  after  a  long  illness; 
St.  Joseph’s  Seminary,  Dun- 
woodie;  ordained  May  28,  1904. 

Rev.  James  D.  Lennon  (NY), 
85;  chaplain  of  the  Convent  of 
the  Sisters  of  Christian  Doc¬ 
trine,  Marydell,  Nyack,  N.  Y. ; 
formerly  pastor  of  St.  Bene¬ 
dict’s  Church,  Rye,  N.  Y. ;  died 
in  November;  St.  Patrick’s  Sem¬ 


inary,  Menlo  Park;  ordained 
May  31,  1890. 

Rev.  William  J.  McCarthy 

(Bo) ;  pastor  of  St.  Brigid’s 
Church,  Lexington,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  since  1923;  died  Novem¬ 
ber  28  after  a  long  illness;  Bos¬ 
ton  College,  St.  John’s  Semi¬ 
nary,  Brighton;  ordained  1895. 

Rev.  Francis  L.  McFadden, 
USN  (ret.)  (Wh),  59;  chaplain 
of  Holy  Child  High  School, 
Waukegan,  Illinois;  died  in  De¬ 
cember;  St.  Charles’  College,  St. 
Mary’s  Seminary,  St.  Joseph’s 
Seminary,  Yonkers;  ordained 
August  5,  1915. 

Rev.  John  Baptiste  E.  Mag- 
non  (G  R),  82;  chaplain  of  the 
Carmelite  Convent,  Grand  Rap¬ 
ids,  pastor  of  St.  Charles’  Par¬ 
ish,  Cheboygan,  from  1896  to 
1937;  died  December  2;  As¬ 
sumption  College,  Quebec,  Grand 
Seminary,  Montreal;  ordained 
December  21,  1889. 

Rev.  Paul  L.  Norris  (Bal), 
49 ;  pastor  of  Our  Lady  of  Per¬ 
petual  Help  Church,  Baltimore; 
died  December  6  of  a  heart  at¬ 
tack;  St.  Charles’  College,  St. 
Mary’s  Seminary;  ordained  June 
15,  1926. 


It  is  true,  of  course,  that  Christian 
principles  have  to  be  asserted  in  every 
field,  and  that  sometimes  there  are 
imposed  on  priests  duties  which  seem 
at  first  sight  not  to  be  immediately 
attached  to  the  threefold  obligation 
imposed  upon  them  by  Christ ;  for  the 
Church  has  a  duty  to  society  as  well 
as  to  individuals.  But  all  the  lessons  of 
history  go  to  show  that  the  Church’s 
effect  on  civil  society  is  in  direct  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  faithfulness  and  zeal 
of  the  priesthood  in  the  fulfillment  of 
its  essential  function.  That  means 
that  the  effect  of  the  priest  on  the  so¬ 
cial  life  of  the  community  in  which 
he  lives,  or  the  whole  world,  will  be 
and  must  be  in  direct  proportion  as 
he  is  a  holy  and  zealous  priest,  con¬ 
cerned  for  those  spiritual  realities  on 
which  in  the  last  analysis  all  society 
must  rest. 

In  preparing  for  the  priesthood  it 
is  good  for  you  to  realize  the  special 
responsibilities  and  the  peculiar  op¬ 
portunities  which  face  the  Church  to¬ 
day — it  is  necessary  for  you  to  pre¬ 


pare  yourselves  for  the  great  task 
which  lies  ahead.  How  the  Church  is 
to  meet  those  responsibilities  no  one 
can  say.  In  the  Fifth  Century,  when 
Greco-Roman  civilization  was  draw¬ 
ing  its  last  breath,  who  would  have 
thought  that  the  withdrawal  of  Bene¬ 
dict  to  the  cave  at  Suhiaco  was  in  the 
design  of  God  the  seminal  event  from 
which  would  develop  in  large  measure 
the  order  of  Christendom?  And  who 
in  the  Sixteenth  Century  would  have 
thought  that  the  wound  of  a  Spanish 
soldier  at  Pampeluna  and  his  appar¬ 
ently  chance  reading  of  the  lives  of 
the  Saints  would  have  been  the  start¬ 
ing  point  for  that  series  of  develop¬ 
ments  which  were  to  rescue  the  Church 
from  what  seemed  to  so  many  at  the 
time  her  certain  disintegration?  God’s 
ways  are  not  our  ways,  and  nothing 
becomes  more  evident  from  a  reading 
of  history  than  the  fact  that  God 
truly  uses  instruments  that  are  weak 
and  foolish  in  the  eyes  of  men  to  con¬ 
found  the  wisdom  and  strength  of  the 
world. 


While,  then  it  is  important  for  us 
to  realize  the  problems  which  lie  be¬ 
fore  us  and  the  task  with  which  we 
are  faced,  happily  it  is  not  necessary 
for  us — not  even  for  those  in  highest 
authority  —  to  be  mainly  concerned 
with  grand  designs  and  high  strategy. 
All  that  any  of  us  can  do  effectively 
and  with  complete  assurance  is  to  ap¬ 
ply  the  teaching  of  Christ  and  the 
great  principles  of  Christian  life  to 
each  problem  and  to  each  circum¬ 
stance  as  it  arises,  confident  that  in 
the  end  God’s  designs  will  be  realized. 
This  does  not  mean  that  we  do  not 
have  to  try  to  perceive  what  those  de¬ 
signs  are  in  order  that  we  may  coop¬ 
erate  as  completely  as  possible  in 
their  accomplishment.  But  it  does 
mean  that  we  must  realize  that  we  are 
all  in  the  hands  of  God  and  that  our 
main  task  is  to  acquire  an  ever  deep¬ 
er  knowledge  of  Christ  and  His  teach¬ 
ing  and  perfect  ourselves  daily  in  the 
Christian  way  of  life,  in  order  that  we 
may  be  found  God’s  willing  and  fitting 
instruments  for  whatever  task  may 
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be  imposed  upon  us. 

This,  then,  is  your  main  task  as 
seminarians,  as  it  continues  to  be  the 
main  task  of  every  priest — to  grow  in 
the  knowledge  of  Christ  and  His 
teaching  and  to  learn  to  do  well  every 
task  which  is  set  before  you  with  a 
complete  devotion  to  Christ  and  to 
His  Church. 

In  these  critical  times  I  can  imagine 
no  reading  more  profitable  and  sug¬ 
gestive  than  the  history  of  that  period 
which  we  know  as  the  Counter-Refor¬ 
mation.  Read  and  ponder  the  lives 
of  the  great  men  who  in  God’s  Provi¬ 
dence  were  destined  to  save  the 
Church — I  speak  in  particular  of  the 
early  Jesuit  fathers,  through  whom 
new  life  was  infused  into  the  weak¬ 
ened  Church- — Ignatius  and  Francis 
Xavier  and  Laynez  and  Peter  Canisius 
and  Francis  Borgia  and  Nadal  and 
Robert  Bellarmine  and  the  rest.  Often 
Ignatius  is  spoken  of  as  the  master¬ 
mind  of  the  Counter-Reformation; 
and  such  he  was  indeed  if  there  was  a 
human  master-mind.  But  as  we  read 
the  lives  of  him  and  his  main  lieu¬ 
tenants,  as  we  peruse  the  voluminous 
correspondence  which  passed  between 
them,  it  is  clear  that  the  central  de¬ 
sign  of  Ignatius  was  the  simplest  and 
most  obvious  that  could  occur  to  the 
true  follower  of  Christ ;  it  was  simply 
the  salvation  of  every  soul  who  could 
•be  saved  and  a  complete  and  unre¬ 
served  devotion  to  the  Church  as  the 
instrument  of  that  salvation. 

In  the  Sixteenth  century  it  was 
from  these  men  that  God  asked  and 
received  supreme  devotion  and  utmost 
sacrifice.  But  in  our  own  age  God  is 
asking  for  the  same  devotion,  the 
same  sacrifice,  from  his  diocesan 
priesthood.  The  main  attack  of  this 


age  is  directed  against  the  central  or¬ 
ganization  of  the  Church — the  kind  of 
attack  which  was  launched  with  such 
success  in  the  England  of  Henry 
VIII.  It  is  an  attack  which  aims  at 
severing  the  bonds  between  the  Holy 
See  and  the  Church  in  different  coun¬ 
tries,  at  the  domination  of  the  hier¬ 
archy  and  the  priesthood  of  those 
countries  by  the  civil  government,  or, 
if  that  is  not  possible,  at  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  heirarchy  and  priesthood.  The 
strategy  of  the  new  designers  is  evi¬ 
dent  :  the  elimination  of  the  hier¬ 
archy,  the  destruction  of  parish  life, 
the  absorption  of  all  education,  the 
complete  severance  of  the  faithful 
from  the  Holy  See.  Only  when  this 
has  been  accomplished  can  the  design¬ 
ers  of  the  new  state  feel  confident  of 
success  in  their  aim  to  create  the  com¬ 
plete  new  order  of  what  they  continue 
to  call  scientific  materialism.  I  do  not 
mean  that  the  enemies  of  Christ  are 
overlooking  the  religious  orders  and 
every  other  effective  instrument  used 
by  the  Church.  But  the  main  attack 
is  aimed  at  the  central  structure  of 
the  Church — the  hierarchy,  the  dioce¬ 
san  priesthood,  the  parish  and  the 
parish  school.  That  is  why  Archbishop 
Stepinac  languishes  in  prison.  That 
is  why  Cardinal  Mindszenty  has  been 
subjected  to  a  martyrdom  more  cruel 
than  the  shedding  of  his  blood.  That 
is  “why  Archbishop  Beran  lives  in  daily 
peril.  That  is  why  hundreds  of  dioce¬ 
san  priests  have  been  murdered,  or 
confined  to  camps  of  slavery  and  tor¬ 
ture,  or  driven  into  exile. 

Xor  is  it  by  any  means  impossible 
that  these  things  will  happen  even  in 
this  country.  Read  the  recent  bitter 
attack  on  the  Church  by  Mr.  Paul 
Blanshard  in  American  Freedom  and 


Catholic  Power  and  you  will  see  that 
the  enemies  of  the  Church  here  are 
ready  to  follow  a  line  of  action  which 
is  the  American  counterpart  of  the 
strategy  pursued  by  them  in  the  coun¬ 
tries  behind  the  “iron  curtain,”  should 
the  opportunity  be  given  them. 

This,  then,  is  the  time  of  our  great 
testing  and  also  of  our  special  oppor¬ 
tunity.  Whether  you  who  aspire  to 
the  diocesan  priesthood  will  be  equal 
to  the  test  and  will  rise  to  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  depends  on  the  way  you  pre¬ 
pare  yourselves  in  the  years  of  your 
training. 

TEACH 

( Continued  from  page  11,  col.  2) 
Rev.  John  F.  Poole,  C.P.,  on  discussion 
club  leaders;  Mrs.  James  J.  Hayden, 
on  the  parent-educator ;  and  Miss  Gret- 
ta  Palmer,  on  the  “Apostle  of  Good 
Will.” 

It  would  be  a  mistake  to  suppose 
that  the  proceedings  here  outlined  made 
up  the  total  of  the  Congress’  activities. 
Other  sessions  were  scheduled  for 
Calvert  Hall,  Seton  High  School,  and 
the  Lyric  Theater;  sometimes  three  of 
these  meetings  would  be  running  con¬ 
currently.  Moreover,  the  speeches  and 
discussions  carried  on  at  the  clergy 
luncheons  and  in  evening  gatherings 
were  closed  to  the  seminarians-; -even  so, 
since  everything  could  not  possibly 
have  been  “covered”  by  one  person 
anyway,  St.  Mary’s  representatives 
finished  with  a  fairly  comprehensive 
view  of  the  whole  Congress. 

All  things  considered,  the  Fifth  Re¬ 
gional  Congress  of  the  Confraternity 
in  Baltimore  Province  may  be  labelled 
a  success.  Participation,  especially  on 
the  part  of  the  laity,  was  gratifying. 
From  the  seminarian’s  point  of  view, 
he  had  seized  upon  a  precious  chance 
for  learning  about  the  aims,  the  tech¬ 
niques,  and  the  demonstrated  power  for 
good  inherent  in  the  CCD.  No  priest 
can  alone  do  the  work  of  teaching  the 
flock;  part  of  the  flock  itself  must  and 
can  be  pressed  into  service.  That  was 
the  lesson  learned.  If  that  lesson  is 
heeded,  the  Confraternity  will  flourish 
and  in  the  wake  of  vitalized  religious 
instruction  will  see  fulfilled  the  theme 
of  this  Congress  —  “The  good  made 
better;  the  indifferent  made  fervent; 
the  lost  again  found.” 
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PACALOG 

( Continued  from  page  20,  col.  3) 

On  the  evening  of  December  10,  we 
were  introduced  to  a  Major  in  the  U.S. 
Air  Force,  born  in  County  Mayo,  and 
at  present  on  his  way  to  Alaska  by 
way  of  Florida  and  California — Fath¬ 
er  “I  want  to  go  straight”  Gallagher. 
Even  such  an  introduction  did  not  pre¬ 
pare  us  for  the  half  hour  of  pure  Irish 
wit  that  followed.  As  Father  Galagher 
himself  put  it,  he  spoke  “the  first  ten 
minutes  on  the  subject,  the  next  ten 
minutes  about  the  subject,  and  the  last 
ten  minutes  in  behalf  of  the  devil !” 
Father’s  tall  tales  about  his  army  life, 
along  with  his  infectious  laugh,  only 
served  to  whet  our  appetite  for  more 
than  time  would  permit.  But  Father 
has  promised  to  come  back  to  St. 
Mary’s  for  another  visit  and  especially 
for  another  game  of  handball. 

(We  never  suspected  that  Father 
was  handball  champ  of  his  air  base.) 

Well  now,  to  get  back  to  those  Mid- 
Years.  .  .  .  William  A.  Loettis. 

- - + - 

BOOKS 

( Continued  from  page  16,  col.  3) 

literature  is  a  pretty  valid  index  of 
the  tenor  of  the  times.  But  Newman 
will  never  be  popular  in  this  sense. 
Newman  is  classic. 

There  have  always  been  works  of 
either  a  general  or  scholarly  nature  on 
some  aspect  of  Newman.  The  Master 
of  Oriel,  the  pulpit  orator  of  St. 
Mary’s,  the  recluse  of  Littlemore,  the 
Cardinal  of  St.  George’s  can  always 
catch  the  fancy  of  a  Newman  enthusi¬ 
ast.  Maisie  Ward’s  contribution  is  a 
further  attempt  to  round  out  the  per¬ 
sonality  of  the  beloved  convert.  Little 
has  been  written  of  his  youth,  the  pe¬ 
riod  of  Ealing,  and  the  life  at  Trinity. 
Mrs.  Ward  gives  us  a  specialty  on  the 
first  forty-four  years  of  his  life. 

Oxford’s  influence  on  Newman  the 
student  and  the  professional  man  are 
delineated  with  a  scholarly  touch.  Al¬ 
though  the  authoress  claims  her  vol¬ 
ume  was  written  only  for  “people  who 
enjoy  reading,  but  have  no  wish  to  en¬ 
gage  in  research,”  we  must  attribute 
this  protest  to  literary  modesty.  Since 
it  is  the  only  book  which  treats  some¬ 
what  fully  the  pre-conversion  days  of 


Newman,  it  is  forced  to  be  considered 
a  type  of  quasi-source  book.  We  have 
here  a  careful  book,  well  documented 
with  contemporary  accounts,  bits  from 
newspapers,  selections  from  letters  (in 
parts  the  work  reads  like  an  epistolary 
novel),  and  comments  from  Newman’s 
intimates,  his  colleagues  at  Oriel,  and 
his  associates  in  the  Tractarian  Move¬ 
ment.  Lest  this  be  a  one-sided  view, 
Mrs.  Ward  includes  a  goodly  number 
of  statements  from  the  opposition,  the 
conservative  elements,  from  the  Eng¬ 
lish  squirarchy  that  resented  “Romish 
innovations”  and  “papistic  corrup¬ 
tion,”  to  the  politicians  who  thought 
the  whole  thing  was  the  preamble  to 
an  Irish  revolution. 

Part  of  the  beauty  of  human  charac¬ 
ter  is  the  assimilation  of  opposing 
characteristics  into  one  personality. 
Incompatibilities  apparently  do  come 
together  to  make  a  charming  whole. 
Newman  the  sensitive,  yet  the  practi¬ 
cal,  the  evangelist — and  who  can  read 
his  sermons  without  realizing  this  in 
its  true  sense — the  authoritarian  and 
idealist,  are  parts  of  the  one  man.  We 
can  enjoy  Newman  without  reading 
this  book,  but  a  greater  part  of  our 
appreciation  of  the  man,  his  times,  and 
influence  will  be  lost  unless  we  are  of 
that  rare  specimen,  the  research  stu¬ 
dent. 

To  approach  this  work  as  another 
popular  biography  is  to  be  disappoint¬ 
ed.  It  has  definitive  dimensions.  Mrs. 
Ward’s  own  grandfather,  William 
George  (“Newman  is  My  Pope”) 
Ward,  was  in  the  fore  of  the  Oxford 
Movement.  With  this  connection,  nat¬ 
urally,  Maisie  Ward  views  Newman’s 
youth  with  a  different  insight.  She 
writes  with  a  familiarity  of  the  inside 
of  a  movement  that  affected  her  life 


at  its  source.  We  can  say  that  she  uses 
her  sources  almost  with  the  delicacy 
and  understanding  of  a  near  relative; 
at  any  rate,  with  the  sympathy  of  a 
dear  friend. 

For  the  student,  Young  Mr.  Newman 
is  a  welcome  addition  to  his  library, 
and  for  the  priest  (What  priest  dare 
not  know  Newman?),  at  least  a  perusal 
will  be  stimulating. 

Gabriel  T.  Maioriello 
- - +_ - 

The  Interior  Life,  edited  by  Rev. 

Joseph  Tissot;  translated  by  W.  H. 

Mitchell,  M.A. ;  The  Newman  Press, 

Westminster,  Md.,  1949;  xi,  292  pp., 

$3.00. 

If  a  multitude  of  devotions  and  no¬ 
vena  practices  have  led  too  many  of 
our  people  along  a  blind  trail  of  illu¬ 
sory  piety — and  the  danger  is  as  old  as 
the  followers  of  Moses ! — our  pity,  not 
our  condemnation,  must  follow  them. 
Pity  at  the  fact  that  so  much  of  the 
depth  of  Christian  living  has  been  lost 
to  them,  that  they  content  themselves 
with  the  shadows  while  the  substance 
goes  unsought.  To  look  for  something 
more  fundamental  than  externals  sel¬ 
dom  occurs  to  them. 

It  was  this  situation  that  the  anony¬ 
mous  author  of  The  Interior  Life  thir¬ 
ty  years  ago  so  deplored  and  longed  to 
remedy.  In  the  current  reprint  his 
broad  canvas,  as  he  terms  it,  of  the 
Christian  Life  is  once  again  repro¬ 
duced.  To  emphasize  the  urgency  of 
a  solid  foundation  he  draws  a  parallel 
between  the  development  of  the  spir¬ 
itual  edifice  and  that  of  any  physical 
structure.  As  his  “fundamental  princi¬ 
ple,”  the  basic  idea  from  which  his 
framework  extends,  he  takes  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  Creed :  “I  believe  in  God 
the  Father  Almighty,  Creator  of  heav- 
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en  and  earth.”  Thus  he  sees  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  God’s  creation  as  the  first  prin¬ 
ciple  of  life,  our  End;  it  follows  that 
the  progress  of  this  life  and  the  heights 
it  attains  must  be  all-important.  His 
second  point  gives  us  the  Way,  the 
Will  of  God  in  His  commands,  desires, 
and  good  pleasures;  we  find  God  only 
in  the  Will  of  God.  Finally,  two 
Means  of  walking  this  Way  are  ever 
available:  God’s  grace  on  His  part, 
and  on  man’s  the  practices  of  penance 
and  the  exercises  of  piety. 

No  textbook  of  spirituality,  this 
treatment,  nor  counsel  in  method  or 
system ;  only  principles  count.  The  au¬ 
thor  himself  styles  his  work  only  a 
preface,  a  preparation  for  the  return 
of  Christ  to  the  soul.  Written  in  the 
first  person  as  “elementary  reflections,” 
it  calls  for  meditative  reading  and 
could  be  an  instrument  of  great  prog¬ 
ress  for  serious  souls. 

And  yet  this  book  promises  no  mod¬ 
ern  miracles  today  any  more  than  it 
did  thirty  years  ago.  Despite  its  rich 
content  it  solves  the  problem  posed 
only  indirectly.  Ultimately  it  is  the 
priest  who  must  do  the  solving,  always 
by  his  own  example  of  a  deep  interior 
spirit,  then  by  growing  more  proficient, 
through  persevering  study  of  positive 
spirituality,  in  presenting  to  his  people 
— in  the  parlor,  the  pulpit,  and  the 
confessional — the  kind  of  sanctity  that 
fits  not  only  veils  and  cassocks  but 
aprons  and  overalls  as  well.  The  In¬ 
terior  Life  suggests  a  sound  approach. 

Leo  E.  Werner. 
- + - 

Recent  Pamphlets  from  Radio  Re¬ 
plies  Press,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  1949; 
$.15  each. 

The  Sacred  Heart  and  Saint  Mar¬ 
garet  Mary,  by  a  Visitation  Sister; 

32  pp. 

Here  is  a  delightful  and  factual 
though  brief  account  of  the  life  of  St. 
Margaret  Mary  Alacoque  to  whom  Our 
Lord  revealed  His  Sacred  Heart. 

Our  Lady  and  Daylight  Saving,  by 

James  J.  Galvin,  C.SS.R. ;  31  pp. 

The  first  advocate  of  daylight  saving 
was  a  woman — Mary.  It  was  she  who 
“saved  the  day”  so  many  times  in  the 
past :  the  Incarnation,  condemnation  of 
the  early  heresies,  victory  at  Lepanto, 
apparitions  at  Lourdes  and  Fatima. 

R.  N.  Means  Real  Nurse,  by  James 

N.  Bennett,  C.SS.R.;  38  pp. 

Upon  examination  and  reading,  this 
little  pamphlet  turns  out  to  be  a  re¬ 
treat  booklet  for  the  practicing  nurse. 
Using  language  and  situations  with 
which  every  nurse  is  familiar,  the  au¬ 
thor  asks  the  nurse  to  change  places 
with  the  patient  and  let  Christ  be  the 
Divine  Healer. 


They  and  God,  Men  and  Women 
With  a  Message,  Radio  Sermon- 
ettes,  by  George  H.  Mahowald,  S.J.; 
33  pp. 

The  pamphlet,  as  the  name  implies, 
contains  a  series  of  radio  sermonettes 
on  the  lives  of  outstanding  saints  in 
the  Church.  They  are  written  in  a  live¬ 
ly,  modern  style  that  will  appeal  to 
the  average  young  American  Catholic 
today. 

- + - 
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eral  decorations,  and  two  presidential 
citations.  After  a  dinner  in  his  honor 
he  will  leave  for  Washington  where  he 
will  be  moderator  for  the  AM-VETS 
when  they  present  a  carillon  to  Presi¬ 
dent  Truman  for  Arlington  National 
Cemetery. 

1925 

CHAP.  JAMES  P.  SPENCER, 
S.S.,  (Bal)  was  recently  appointed 
Post  Chaplain  at  Fort  Meade,  Mary¬ 
land. 

1932 

REV.  DONALD  J.  STRANGE  (L 
A)  was  recently  changed  from  St.  An¬ 
drew’s,  Pasadena,  to  Our  Lady  of  the 
Assumption,  334  W.  Foothill  Blvd., 
Claremont,  California. 

1941 

REV.  THOMAS  E.  BUREN  (L), 
assistant  at  St.  Philip  Neri  Church, 
Louisville,  answered  the  questions  on 
“Information  Priest,”  a  program 
broadcast  over  station  WINN,  Louis¬ 
ville. 

1943 

REV.  CHARLES  R.  CALLAHAN 
(New)  has  been  transferred  from  St. 
Michael’s,  Newark,  to  St.  Paul’s 
Church,  Jersey  City. 

1944 

REV.  JOHN  D.  DAVIS  (L)  is 
studying  at  the  Catholic  University  of 
America  and  can  be  reached  by  ad¬ 
dressing  him  at  Caldwell  Hall,  Box  4, 
Washington  17,  D.  C. 

1946 

REV.  WILLIAM  F.  HOGAN 
(New),  formerly  at  Queen  of  Peace 
Church,  N.  Arlington,  is  now  at  Im¬ 
maculate  Conception  Seminary,  Dar¬ 
lington,  Ramsey  P.O.,  New  Jersey. 

1947 

REV.  JOHN  F.  MURPHY  (Cov), 
a  member  of  the  faculty  of  Villa  Ma¬ 
donna  College,  Covington,  has  been 
named  the  priest-advisor  of  the  Cin¬ 
cinnati  Catholic  College’s  Family  Re¬ 
lations  club. 

REV.  JOHN  F.  PEIFER  (Mil) 
has  left  St.  Leo’s  Rectory,  Milwaukee 
to  take  up  studies  at  the  Dominican 
House,  River  Forest,  Illinois. 


J  armory,  1950 
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STATISTICS 

( Continued  from  page  13,  col.  2) 

Here  is  another  striking  thing.  Once 
a  mixed  or  an  invalid  marriage  takes 
place  in  a  family,  it  is  quite  likely  to 
be  the  start  of  a  series  of  other  mixed 
or  invalid  marriages.  Of  the  50  valid 
mixed  marriages  investigated,  25  of 
the  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  Catholic 
party  also  contracted  a  mixed  mar¬ 
riage.  And  among  the  50  invalid  mar¬ 
riages,  26  of  the  brothers  and  sisters 
of  the  Catholic  party  had  already  con¬ 
tracted  an  invalid  marriage.  It  is 
like  a  disease  germ  finding  entrance 
into  the  Catholic  organism,  infecting 
the  supernatural  fibre  of  the  family. 

It  so  happens  that  the  Sisters  of  the 
Mission  Helpers  of  the  Sacred  Heart, 
who  took  up  this  census  and  who  have 
investigated  the  marriages  under  dis¬ 
cussion,  were  engaged  in  similar  work 
in  a  number  of  other  cities.  They  are 
highly  experienced,  admirably  trained, 
prudent,  accustomed  to  facts  and  fig¬ 
ures,  accurate  and  objective  reporters. 
According  to  their  records  the  figures 
gathered  here  were  typical  of  almost 
every  large  parish  in  which  they  had 
carried  on  similar  census  work. 

These  melancholy  conclusions  have 
also  received  striking  proof  recently 
from  a  survey  sponsored  by  the  Prot¬ 
estant  Church  Federation  of  Greater 
Chicago.  A  house-to-house  religious 
census  was  taken,  and  the  results  were 
given  in  two  articles  in  the  Christian 
Century,  in  January,  1949.  Some 
7,236  families  were  interrogated,  in¬ 
volving  743  mixed  marriages,  and  the 
conclusion  was  that  interfaith  mar¬ 
riages  have  unfortunate  results  for  or¬ 
ganized  religion.  Often  both  husband 
and  wife  drop  their  earlier  allegiance. 
The  mixed  marriage  with  resulting 
disharmony  or  disbelief  makes  it  even 
more  difficult  for  religion  to  furnish 
a  pattern  for  life  organization.  In 
many  instances,  in  spite  of  the  signed 
agreement  before  marriage,  even  the 
Catholic  partner  displays  little  interest 
in  rearing  the  children  in  the  Catholic 
faith. 

Still  further  corroboration  has  re¬ 
cently  been  obtained  from  a  prolonged 
study  made  by  Judson  T.  Landis  of 
Michigan  State  College,  published  in 
the'  American  Sociological  Review  for 
June,  1949.  Professor  Landis  sum¬ 
marized  three  surveys  made  on  the 
subject  of  divorce,  and  he  states  cate¬ 
gorically  that  all  three  studies  reveal 
that  15  per  cent  of  mixed  Catholic- 
Protestant  marriages  end  in  divorce. 
Doctor  Landis  also  points  out  that  it 
makes  a  vast  difference  whether  the 


mother  is  a  Catholic  or  Protestant  in 
a  mixed  marriage.  The  divorce  rate 
had  been  highest  in  marriages  of  a 
Catholic  man  to  a  Protestant  woman 
— 21  per  cent.  When  a  Protestant 
man  married  a  Catholic,  the  divorce 
rate  diminished  to  7  per  cent. 

Doctor  Landis  goes  on  to  show  that 
the  greatest  conflict  in  mixed  marriages 
seems  to  be  over  the  religious  educa¬ 
tion  of  the  children.  Furthermore, 
his  studies  showed  that  Catholic  women 
married  to  Protestants  had  2.2  chil¬ 
dren,  while  Protestant  women  married 
to  Catholic  men  had  1.9  children.  When 
both  were  Catholics,  the  birth  rate  was 
3.6  children  per  family.  This  proves 
again  that  birth  control  and  planned 
parenthood  are  making  serious  inroads 
in  our  Catholic  families,  especially  in 
the  case  of  mixed  marriages. 

Although  the  young  couple  in  a 
mixed  marriage  agree  beforehand  to 
educate  the  children  as  Catholics,  they 
very  often  break  this  solemn  pledge; 
Doctor  Landis  shows  that  out  of  392 
children  in  the  families  studied,  one- 
half  of  them  were  reared  as  Protes¬ 
tants.  Only  45  per  cent  remained 
Catholics,  and  5  per  cent  had  no  reli¬ 
gious  affiliation  a-t  all. 

Of  course,  no  general  conclusion  can 
be  formulated  from  such  a  small  and 
particular  group  of  statistics.  But  it 
is  hoped  that  similar  studies  may  be 
made  so  that  these  figures  may  be 
checked  and  double  checked,  and  from 
such  a  comprehensive  sampling  we  may 
arrive  at  the  underlying  causes  of  the 
tremendous  leakage  in  the  Catholic 
Church  in  this  country. 

From  time  to  time  rigorists  argue 
that  the  cure  for  leakage  is  the  refus¬ 
al  of  dispensations  for  mixed  mar¬ 
riages,  but  drastic  and  cruel  legislation 
does  more  harm  than  good.  The  cure 
must  correct  the  sources  of  leakage. 
We  need  more  and  more  thorough  in¬ 
struction  about  marriage  in  our  Catho¬ 
lic  schools,  colleges,  and  universities. 
There  should  be  a  more  painstaking 
instruction  of  both  Catholic  and  non- 
Catholic  when  preparing  for  a  mixed 
marriage,  and  if  possible  the  instruc¬ 
tions  should  be  continued  long  after 
marriage. 

The  most  astonishing  thing  in  the 
Sacred  Heart  Parish  statistical  sum¬ 
mary  is  the  sorrowful  fact  that  76 
per  cent  of  the  cases  of  Catholic  men, 
and  64  per  cent  of  the  cases  of  Catholic 
women  who  attempted  invalid  mar¬ 
riages  could  have  received  a  dispensa¬ 
tion  and  could  have  been  validly  mar¬ 
ried.  Some  of  these  50  cases  eloped 
to  a  neighboring  state  only  because  of 
the  objections  or  lethargy  of  the  priests 
to  whom  they  appealed  to  be  married. 
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With  kindly,  proper,  zealous  considera¬ 
tion,  many  of  them  would  have  been 
saved  to  the  Church.  Hence  the  sane 
thing  to  do  is  to  put  them  under  the 
protection  of  the  Church,  surround 
them  with  supernatural  cautions  and 
helps,  and  there  will  be  far  less  leak¬ 
age  than  if  we  let  them  contract  an 
invalid  marriage. 

Probably  the  first  cause  of  leakage 
from  the  Church  is  bad  homes.  Im¬ 
proper  and  unhealthy  home  training 
in  the  essentials  of  Catholic  life  and 
the  resulting  bad  example  to  growing 
children  are  the  principal  causes  of 
the  appalling  leakage  from  the  Church. 
Bad  homes  lead  to  bad  marriages ; 
they  lead  to  mixed  marriages ;  they  lead 
to  invalid  marriages;  they  lead  to 
secular  and  Godless  education.  For 
one  small  atheist  child  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  threw  God 
out  of  the  public  schools.  Bad  homes 
lead  to  birth  control  and  planned 
parenthood,  to  intemperance  and 
drunkenness,  to  a  life  devoted  largely 
to  pleasure  and  sensuality.  Bad  homes 
cause  our  Catholic  people  to  give  up 
their  religion  for  money,  or  position, 
or  for  so-called  smart  cafe  society. 
Bad  homes  and  mixed  marriages  and 
invalid  marriages  lead  to  a  refusal 
of  burial  in  a  Catholic  cemetery,  with 
the  resultant  loss  sometimes  of  entire 
families  to  the  Church. 

What  this  country  needs  is  the  best 
of  Catholic  homes.  In  every  single 
case  of  an  invalid  marriage,  and  in 
every  single  case  of  a  valid  mixed 
marriage  in  which  the  ante-nuptial 
promises  were  repudiated,  we  found 


a  home  that  left  very  much  to  be  de¬ 
sired  from  the  Catholic  point  of  view. 
No  school,  even  the  best,  can  take  the 
place  of  a  good  Catholic  home.  And 
a  poor  school,  or  even  a  public  school 
from  which  every  religious  influence 
is  banned,  cannot  destroy  the  faith  if 
there  is  a  wholesome  Catholic  home 
with  Catholic  parents  valiantly  fulfill¬ 
ing  the  burden  of  supervising  the  reli¬ 
gious  education  of  their  children. 

The  case  of  leakage  is  not  hopeless. 
Percentage-wise,  while  there  has  been 
no  decrease,  still  there  has  been  no 
notable  increase  in  mixed  marriages 
in  Sacred  Heart  Parish  in  the  past 
26  years.  The  percentage  has  hovered 
between  30  and  40  per  cent.  This 
relatively  high  figure  must  be  reduced 
by  the  large  number  of  invalid  mar¬ 
riages  that  have  been  regularized  and 
the  parties  brought  back  to  the  Church 
through  the  unwearied  zeal  of  hard¬ 
working  priests.  In  the  past  26  years 
784  marriages  have  been  validated  in 
Sacred  Heart  Parish.  This  is  really 
equivalent  to  bringing  back  to  the 
faith  nearly  2,000  persons.  The  late 
Father  Kennedy  alone  validated  256 
marriages  in  ten  years. 

If  every  seminarian  at  his  ordina¬ 
tion  had  installed  into  his  heart  a 
burning  zeal  for  unshepherded  souls 
and  would  translate  that  zeal  into  ac¬ 
tion  in  whatever  parish  he  found  him¬ 
self,  and  would  everlastingly  keep 
after  the  invalid  and  mixed  marriages 
by  kindly  visits  and  friendly  contacts 
of  every  kind,  the  results  would  be 
eminently  consoling. 


INDIA 

( Continued  from  page  9,  col.  2) 

seem  to  be  far  more  fertile  ground 
for  the  Christian  apostolate  than  the 
love  of  singulars  in  which  the  West 
is  almost  wholly  absorbed. 

The  Indians  are  apparently  quite 
aware  that  theirs  is  a  superior  cul¬ 
ture.  It  is  superior  because  it  is  spir¬ 
itual.  Its  aim  is  to  direct  man  to  the 
other  world,  where  he  may  be  united 
to  the  Supreme  Spirit.  One  must  not 
be  guilty  of  the  slightest  attachment 
to  oneself.  Everything  must  be  done 
for  the  love  of  God.  There  are  difficul¬ 
ties,  however,  philosophically  speak¬ 
ing,  for  they  lack  a  solid  metaphysical 
basis  for  this  spirituality.  And  for 
this  reason  the  Indian  wise  men  who 
have  attempted  to  prove  that  one 
Spirit  exists  have  never  quite  suc¬ 
ceeded. 

What  do  Indians  think  of  Christi¬ 
anity?  According  to  Father  Va- 
dachery,  they  have  the  erroneous  idea 
that  it  is  dead,  or  nearly  so.  They  are 
also  under  the  impression  that  it  is 
the  handmaid  of  the  State,  and  that 
it  does  not  aim  beyond  things  politi¬ 
cal.  These  opinions  are  not  so  much 
the  general  belief  of  the  people  but 
rather  that  of  the  educated  class  who 
have  traveled  about  Western  coun¬ 
tries  and  have  formed  opinions  from 
superficial  observations.  Obviously, 
the  orientals  could  scarcely  conceive 
of  Christianity  being  true  if  they  see 
only  wealth-sponsored  missions  at 
home,  or  if  they  are  acquainted  with 
that  part  of  it  abroad  which  is  steeped 
in  a  steel  and  celluloid  culture.  As  for 
the  Church’s  relation  in  the  political 
sphere,  the  leading  eastern  thinkers 
are  misinformed.  The  Hindu  intellec- 
tualist,  SradhakHshnan,  in  his  book 
East  and  West,  seems  convinced  that 
Christianity  has  become  political. 
These  thinkers  are  not  aware  that  the 
Church,  far  from  being  a  tool  of 
States,  stands  up  for  her  rights  in  the 
face  of  statism  or  any  other  political 
oppression.  Basically,  they  have  not 
learned  that  love  is  the  essence  of 
Christianity. 

Father  Vadachery  referred  to  the 
“secular”  State  which  was  inaugu¬ 
rated  in  India  after  the  departure  of 
the  British.  Of  course,  “secular”  in 
this  instance  is  not  synonymous  with 
“secularistic,”  for  the  Government  is 
not  opposed  to  religion.  It  is  simply 
concerned  with  temporal  affairs,  while 
the  responsibility  for  the  promotion 
of  religious  interests  is  left  entirely 
to  the  religious  bodies,  as  Nehru  has 
pointed  out.  And  the  church  is  to  have 
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freedom.  A  strong  indication  of  this 
is  the  fact  that  the  party  which 
wanted  to  make  India  a  Hindu  state 
was  strongly  opposed  and  effectually 
defeated  in  the  Convention. 

When  quizzed  about  Communism, 
Father  admitted  that  it  is  quite  strong 
in  India.  But  the  National  Govern¬ 
ment  is  able  to  hold  the  masses  for 
the  moment  with  more  and  better 
promises  than  the  Communists  can 
make.  These  promises  take  the  form 
of  many  plans  for  the  uplifting  of  the 
people  and  for  general  economic  im¬ 
provements,  although  the  progress 
thus  far  has  been  quite  meager. 

These  are  but  a  few  of  the  obstacles 
which  stand  in  the  way  of  the  con¬ 
version  of  India.  And  here  is  the  im¬ 
portant  point  which  must  be  consid¬ 
ered — India  is  culturally  the  leading 
nation  in  the  Orient,  a  fact  willingly 
admitted  by  all  the  nations  of  the 
East.  Chiang  Kai-shek  and  leaders  of 
other  eastern  countries  have  admitted 
that  they  are  the  spiritual  children  of 
India.  If  India  can  be  converted,  then, 
it  would  seem  that  the  winning  of  the 
whole  East  will  be  easier.  If  this  is 
true,  it  would  be  unwise  not  to  direct 
our  missionary  energies  to  the  con¬ 
version  of  the  mother  culture.  All 
Catholics  can  pray  for  the  grace  that 
is  necessary.  Though  conversions 
come  only  from  God,  we  can  and  must 
be  instrumental  in  removing  the  ob¬ 
stacles. 

ROME 

( Continued  from  page  5,  col.  2) 

Elizabethan-costumed  members  of  the 
Papal  Household,  Noble  Guards,  Pon¬ 
tifical  Gendarmes,  Vatican  attendants, 
priests,  monks,  and  pilgrims  —  the 
Pontiff,  dressed  in  his  full  pontifical 
robes  and  borne  on  the  Sedia  Gestoria 
by  twelve  sturdy,  red-clad  Sedlari 
(Pope’s  Carriers),  approached  the 
Holy  Door,  sealed  since  the  1925  Holy 
Year.  (During  the  extraordinary  Holy 
Years  the  door  is  not  opened.) 

Alighting  there,  removing  his  tiara, 
and  taking  a  silver  hammer  in  hand 
he  strikes  the  door.  “Open  unto  me 
the  Gates  of  Justice,”  he  intones,  and 
the  choir  responds,  “I  will  go  into 
them  and  praise  the  Lord.”  Chanting, 
“I  will  come  into  Thy  House,  0  Lord,” 
he .  strikes  the  door  a  second  time.  “I 
will  worship  in  Thy  Holy  Temple,” 
answers  the  choir.  A  third  time  he 
strikes  the  door,  crying,  “Open  up  the 
Gates,  for  the  Lord  is  with  us.”  And 
the  choir  adds,  “Who  has  shown  His 
Power  in  Israel.”  Then  seated,  the 
Holy  Father  prays,  “0  Lord,  hear  my 
prayer,”  and  “Let  my  cry  reach  Thy 


ears,  0  Lord,”  prays  the  choir. 

The  Portal,  having  been  loosened 
for  the  ceremony,  then  slips  back,  the 
pilgrims  gather  pieces  of  the  masonry 
as  treasures,  and  the  threshold  is 
cleansed  with  holy  water.  The  Ac- 
tiones  nostras  is  said;  the  ninety-ninth 
psalm,  Jubilate ,  is  sung.  After  thank¬ 
ing  God  for  the  Holy  Year  and  asking 
for  forgiveness  of  sins,  the  Pope  takes 
a  long-handled  cross  in  his  right  hand 
and  kneeling  sings  the  Te  Deum  Laud- 
amus.  He  then  walks  over  the  thresh¬ 
old,  at  which  moment  all  the  bells  of 
the  Holy  City  and  guns  at  St.  Angelo 
welcome  the  glorious  Jubilee  Year. 

Seated  again  on  the  Sedia,  the  Holy 
Father  is  carried  to  the  High  Altar 
where,  with  his  prelates,  he  presides 
at  the  first  vespers  of  the  Feast  of  the 
Nativity  of  Our  Savior.  Upon  com¬ 
pletion  of  vespers  the  doors  of  St. 
Peter’s  are  thrown  open  to  receive  the 
worshippers  in  these  first  hours  of  the 
Holy  Year. 

The  Holy  Year  will  be  a  most  busy 
year  for  Christ’s  Vicar.  On  Christmas 
Day  he  celebrated  Mass  at  St.  Peter’s 
for  the  pilgrims — as  he  will  do  several 
times  during  the  year — and  on  the 
following  day,  accompanied  by  the  en¬ 
tire  Roman  clergy,  he  made  his  own 
personal  Jubilee  visit  to  St.  Peter’s. 
He  will  celebrate  or  preside  at  nu¬ 
merous  liturgical  ceremonies  in  honor 
of  Our  Blessed  Lord,  Our  Blessed 
Lady,  or  the  Church  Triumphant, 
Militant,  and  Suffering  —  beatifica¬ 
tions,  canonizations,  consecrations,  all 
solemn  because  of  the  many  cardinals 
and  prelates  present  in  Rome. 

One  of  the  most  solemn  and  mag¬ 
nificent  ceremonies  that  will  enthrall  the 


worshipping  pilgrims,  a  ceremony  ap¬ 
proaching  the  dignity  and  splendor  of 
the  Papal  Coronation,  is  that  of  for¬ 
mal  canonization.  In  this  it  seems 
that  the  beauty  and  joy  of  the  tri¬ 
umphant  Heavenly  Court  itself, 
blends  with  the  jubilant  faithful  on 
earth  to  acknowledge  the  public  en¬ 
rollment  of  another  citizen  in  the 
Golden  Jerusalem. 

On  May  7  of  this  year,  Blessed 
Maria  Goretti,  12  year-old  Italian 
martyr  for  purity,  will  be  elevated  to 
the  highest  court  of  heaven  while  her 
mother,  relatives,  friends,  and  re¬ 
formed  assailant  with  tears  of  joy 
implore  her  intercession.  Blessed  Bar- 
tolomea  Capitanio  and  Vincenza  Ge- 
rosa  —  on  Ascension  Thursday  —  and 
Blessed  Jean  de  Valois,  Queen  of 
France — on  Pentecost  Sunday — will 
be  among  those  proclaimed  saints  this 
year.  Perhaps  Blessed  Martin  de  Por- 
res,  South  American  Dominican  lay 
brother,  will  be  enrolled  in  the  cata¬ 
logue,  too.  Listed  among  those  to  be 
beatified  are  Vincenzo  Palloti,  founder 
of  the  Pallotine  Fathers,  and  Margue¬ 
rite  Bourgeoys,  foundress  of  the  Ca¬ 
nadian  Sisters  of  Notre  Dame. 

Besides  proclaiming  chosen  souls  as 
saints,  blessed  or  venerable,  the  Holy 
Father,  in  response  to  numerous  re¬ 
cent  requests  from  bishops,  will  re¬ 
consecrate  the  whole  world  to  the 
Sacred  Heart  of  Jesus  and  the  Im¬ 
maculate  Heart  of  Mary.  It  is  thought, 
too,  that  he  will  call  a  consistory  to 
name  new  cardinals  to  fill  the  vacan¬ 
cies  in  the  Sacred  College,  and  that  he 
will  define  the  doctrine  of  the  Assump¬ 
tion.  As  the  Holy  Year  progresses 
( Continued  on  page  32,  col.  1) 
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maintaining  a  seminarian  for  a  year  is 
a  little  less,  $75  for  a  minor  seminarian 
and  $100  for  a  major.  Perhaps  one  of 
you  alumni  readers  might  like  to  join 
St.  Mary’s  Mission  Society  in  sponsor¬ 
ing  one  of  these  native  seminarians. 
It  will  help  continue  Bishop  Kiwanu- 
ka’s  apostolic  work — a  work  so  gen¬ 
erously  enriched  by  the  blood  of  the 
Uganda  martyrs. 

Another  visitor  who  spoke  to  us  was 
Father  Henry  Burke,  professor  of  psy¬ 
chology  and  education  at  Paca  Street. 
He  addressed  the  Catholic  Evidence 
Guild  members,  giving  them  some  psy¬ 
chological  pointers  to  bear  in  mind 
when  out  on  the  street  corners  preach¬ 
ing. 

The  remaining  visitors  at  the  Semi¬ 
nary  during  the  month  of  December 
were:  Most  Rev.  Vincent  S.  Waters, 
Very  Rev.  J.  Alfred  Richard,  W.F., 
Provincial  of  the  White  Fathers  in  the 
United  States,  who  accompanied  Bish¬ 
op  Kiwanuka,  and,  in  the  approximate 
order  of  their  appearance,  the  Revs. 
James  P.  Finucan,  George  L.  Mail- 
loux,  Marcel  J.  Clairmont,  William  A. 
Thielemann,  S.S.,  George  J.  Foerst, 
C.SS.R.,  Leo  J.  Coady,  John  W.  Bow¬ 
en,  and  Herman  Branderis. 

One  day  last  month  we  here  at  St. 
Mary’s  thought  the  time  for  our  mar¬ 
tyrdom  had  come.  We  were  all  seated 
comfortably  in  the  refectory  eating 
dinner  when  “Abdul”  A1  Ferrara  led 
the  attack.  He  was  preaching  on  the 
bloody  march  of  the  Mohammedans 
across  Asia  Minor  and  the  North  Afri¬ 
can  coast.  He  become  so  forceful  and 
dramatic  that  we  were  expecting  the 
Saracens  to  come  charging  up  Roland 
Avenue,  waving  their  crescents  and 
brandishing  their  scimitars.  A  correc¬ 
tion  from  Father  Seiner,  however, 
calmed  A1  down  a  bit  and  we  got  back 
to  our  meal. 

But  now  December  was  drawing  to 
a  close  and  intense  activity  began  in 
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two  other  departments  of  the  House. 
The  Camillus  Society  began  training 
choirs  who  would  go  to  the  various 
hospitals  and  bring  a  little  bit  of  that 
Christmas  joy  into  the  halls  and  wards. 
Then,  too,  every  morning  after  break¬ 
fast  members  of  the  Rosewood  walk 
made  the  rounds  of  the  refectory,  pick¬ 
ing  up  all  the  left-over  apples  and 
oranges  for  their  Christmas  party  out 
at  the  School.  The  men  knew  they 
themselves  would  be  going  home  for 
the  holidays  but  they  also  knew  that 
hundreds  wouldn’t,  those  poor,  home¬ 
less,  and  sick  unfortunates  in  chari¬ 
table  institutions  of  the  city.  Camillus 
men  were  going  to  see  to  it  that  they, 
too,  had  a  happy  and  blessed  Christ¬ 
mas.  Camillus  certainly  deserves  a  pat 
on  the  back  for  the  cheer  they  manage 
to  spread  around  the  whole  year  round 
but  especially  at  Christmas  time. 

Curtain  Call  for  the  Year 

Finally,  to  bring  even  more  joy  to 
our  hearts,  the  Dramatic  Department 
under  Father  O’Shea  staged  its  annual 
Christmas  show.  This  year  it  was  a 
threefold  affair.  First,  Chester  Gal- 
lager  directed  a  one-act  play,  Dust  of 
the  Road,  a  stirring  tale  of  the  spirit 
of  Judas  Iscariot  who  uses  his  one  day 
of  freedom  a  year  to  visit  a  boy  and 
his  father,  giving  the  hard-hearted 
father  advice  drawn  from  his  own  bit¬ 
ter  experience.  The  tension  and  sense 
of  awe  left  by  the  drama  was  broken, 
however,  when  Tony  Zoghby  put  on 
his  musical  comedy,  Santa’s  Toy  Shop-, 
the  singing  and  acting  were  grand,  the 
scenery  superb.  Last  of  all,  Jim  Dono¬ 
hue  brought  the  evening  program  to 
an  end  with  his  presentation  of  Our 
Lady’s  Juggler,  that  favorite  tale  of 
the  juggler-turned-monk  whose  Christ¬ 
mas  present  to  the  Christ  Child  and 
Mary  was  his  juggling  act  of  old — to 
the  dismay  of  his  colleagues,  but  to  the 
joy  of  Our  Lady.  The  legend  was  nar¬ 
rated  with  a  choral  background.  There 
was  the  usual  mad  dash  for  choice  seats 
and  smoking  intermissions  during  the 
play.  Once  more  all  of  us  enjoyed 
ourselves  and  were  thrilled  by  the  pro¬ 
fessional-like  performance.  It’s  almost 
incredible  how  fellows  can  carry  their 
usual  Seminary  burden  of  prayers, 
classes,  and  study  and  still  manage  to 
get  down  “cold”  many  lines  so  perfect¬ 
ly.  Credit  goes  not  only  to  the  “brains” 
behind  the  show  but  to  all  those  who 
played  the  parts,  sang,  or  designed  the 
stage  settings.  We  left  St.  Mary’s  the 
following  day,  humming  the  tunes  we’d 
heard  the  night  before. 

We’d  prepared  for  the  Christ  Child’s 
coming  in  the  Seminary  but  we  actual¬ 
ly  received  Him  at  our  homes. 
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ROME 

( Continued  from  page  29,  col.  3) 

further  activities  on  the  Pope’s  crowd¬ 
ed  schedule  will  be  revealed,  inviting 
both  the  first-hand  witnesses  in  Rome 
and  the  many  more  interested  follow¬ 
ers  from  afar  to  unite  in  prayer  or 
ceremony  with  him. 

One  of  the  major  non-papal  activi¬ 
ties  of  the  year  will  be  the  climax  of 
the  Catholic  Action  Congresses  now 
being  held  internationally.  Leaders 
from  all  over  the  world  will  gather  in 
Rome  during  December  to  “pool  con¬ 
crete  ideas  and  untiring  efforts,  yet 
not  deprive  individual  organizations 
of  independence.”  The  absence  of  a 
common  concept  of  the  modern  apos- 
tolate  provokes  a  threefold  question 
for  the  Congress.  The  Lay  Apostolate 
of  individuals  and  of  organizations; 
the  common  and  fundamental  apos¬ 
tolate,  that  is,  the  penetration  of 
Christianity  into  society;  and  the  in¬ 
ternational  apostolate  as  a  participa¬ 
tion  in  the  life  of  the  Universal 
Church,  namely,  the  relations  between 
various  categories  or  organizations 
and  the  countries  where  they  exist — 
these  are  the  questions  on  the  agenda 
according  to  Dr.  Vittorio  Veronese, 
president  of  the  Italian  Catholic  Ac¬ 
tion,  host  to  the  Congress.  Through¬ 
out  the  year  exhibitions  of  Catholic 
Activities  will  be  displayed  in  the 
new  building  near  the  Basilica  of  St. 
Peter  to  arouse  the  apostolic  spirit  of 
the  pilgrims.  Among  these  will  be  the 
pictorial  graphic  exhibits  from  the 
United  States  Diocesan  Confraternity 
of  Christian  Doctrine  programs. 

Many  other  activities  will  welcome 
and  entertain  the  pilgrims,  although 
foremost  in  the  minds  of  the  visitors 
must  be  the  spiritual  concept  of  the 
Holy  Year.  When  the  Holy  Father 
seals  the  Holy  Door  next  Christ¬ 
mas  Eve,  his  act  will  be  symbolic 
of  the  expulsion  of  Adam  and  Eve 
from  Paradise.  But  during  the  year 
the  symbolism  and  the  reality  will 
be  the  reconciliation  of  sinners,  the 
restoration  of  man  to  friendship 
with  God.  The  Jubilee  Indulgence  is 
both  the  symbol  and  the  reality,  for 
through  it  the  Church  will  apply  the 
fruits  of  the  Redemption. 

Although  the  requirements  for  the 
indulgence  have  become  generally 
standardized,  some  special  provisions 
are  made  each  Holy  Year.  This  year 
is  no  exception.  In  1925  each  person 
outside  of  Rome  could  gain  the  ple¬ 
nary  indulgence  only  twice,  once  for 
himself  and  once  for  the  souls  in 
Purgatory.  In  1950,  however,  it  can 


be  gained  as  often  as  one  says  the 
prayers  and  performs  the  good  works 
prescribed.  Again  differing  from  the 
1925  Jubilee,  Pope  Pius  XII  has  writ¬ 
ten  a  special  Holy  Year  prayer  to 
which  is  attached  both  partial  and 
plenary  indulgences.  For  each  recita¬ 
tion  an  indulgence  of  seven  years  may 
be  gained;  daily  recitation  gives  op¬ 
portunity  for  a  plenary  indulgence 
once  a  month.  Regularly,  as  is  so 
this  year,  each  of  the  four  Major 
Roman  Basilicas  must  be  visited  to 
gain  the  indulgence,  although  those 
unable  to  do  so  because  of  health,  age, 
or  conditions  of  travel  are  excused. 
To  this  group  this  year  are  added 
persons  who  live  in  Communist-con- 
trolled  countries. 

In  these  provisions  we  see  the  fa¬ 
therly  solicitude  of  the  Chief  Shep¬ 
herd  for  special  needs  of  his  flock. 
We  see,  too,  another  of  the  moral 
weapons  with  which  the  Church 
pierces  the  veil  of  tyranny  to  bring 
succor  and  strength  to  her  beloved 
children  imprisoned  within.  With  the 
extension  of  the  indulgence  for  some 
comes  also  certain  restrictions  for 
others.  This  is  but  necessary  to  care 
for  the  whole  Mystical  Body  and  to 
focus  attention  on  the  Jubilee  indul¬ 
gence.  Consequently,  during  the  Holy 
Year,  those  not  in  the  above  classes 
and  those  who  do  not  go  to  Rome  can¬ 
not  gain  most  of  the  ordinary  indul¬ 
gences  for  themselves.  Instead  the  in¬ 
dulgences  gained  are  applied  to  the 
Holy  Souls  in  Purgatory.  Again 
though,  in  his.  wise  and  loving  care  of 
souls,  the  Holy  Father  has  decreed 
the  following  indulgences  applicable 
to  oneself:  the  indulgence  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  of  death;  that  granted  on  reci¬ 
tation  of  the  Angelus  at  the  sound  of 
a  bell;  that  on  the  occasion  of  Forty 
Hours’  Devotion ;  the  indulgence  given 
to  one  accompanying  a  priest  admin¬ 
istering  Holy  Communion  to  the  sick; 
the  indulgence  which  Cardinals,  Nun¬ 
cios,  Archbishops,  and  Bishops  usual¬ 
ly  grant  when  pontificating;  the  Por- 
tiuncula  Indulgence;  and  the  indul¬ 
gences  received  by  those  reciting  the 
Lloly  Year  prayer. 

For  those  privileged  to  visit  Rome 
the  Holy  Father  set  down  the  follow¬ 
ing  conditions  in  his  bull,  Jubilaeum 
Maximum,  last  May :  “During  the  year 
of  expiation,  to  all  the  faithful  who 
duly  confess  their  sins  in  the  Sacra¬ 
ment  of  Penance,  who  receive  Holy 
Communion  and  visit  once  on  that 
day,  or  on  different  days  and  in  the 
order  of  their  choice,  the  Basilicas  of 
St.  John  Lateran,  St.  Peter  in  the 
Vatican,  St.  Paul  on  the  Ostian 
Way,  and  St.  Mary  Major  on  the 


Esquiline,  and  recite  in  each  Basilica 
thrice  the  ‘Our  Father,’  ‘Hail  Mary,’ 
and  ‘Glory  be  to  the  Father’  for  Our 
intentions  and  in  addition  the  Creed, 
We  grant  and  bestow  mercifully  in 
the  Lord  a  full  indulgence  and  pardon 
of  all  the  punishment  due  to  sin.” 
This  is  a  toties  quoties '  indulgence. 
Basilican  visits  generally  comprise 
three  divisions — the  approach  to  the 
Holy  Door,  during  which  the  Litany 
of  Saints  is  said  while  the  pilgrims 
assemble;  the  procession  from  the 
Portal  to  the  Blessed  Sacrament 
Chapel,  pausing  in  prayer  at  Our 
Lady’s  Altar  as  well,  and  the  Jubilee 
visit  proper  at  the  Altar  of  Confes¬ 
sion.  Faith,  hope,  love,  and  Marian 
devotion  are  thus  the  keynotes  of  the 
visits. 

The  Holy  City,  revamped  after  the 
dreadful  ravages  of  war,  now  boasts 
of  many  new  buildings,  railway  termi¬ 
nals  (even  a  subway — Rome’s  first — - 
threading  its  way  from  the  terminal 
to  St.  Peter’s  through  various  layers 
of  civilization  in  wierd  contrast  to 
the  catacombs),  reconditioned  streets 
and  restored  monuments  and  mu¬ 
seums.  All  efforts  are  being  made  to 
make  the  pilgrims’  visits  as  long-re¬ 
membered  and  as  void  of  merchant 
profiteering  as  possible.  An  official 
pilgrim’s  travel  kit  will  be  given  to 
each  pilgrim  providing  him  with  a 
privilege  card,  badge,  book  of  expla¬ 
nation  and  prayers,  and  a  guide  book 
of  Rome. 

The  Holy  Year  will  present  the 
world  a  spectacle  of  a  city  reborn  in 
Christ,  Catholics  the  world  over  tak¬ 
ing  their  place  in  the  vanguard  of  the 
march  back  to  God.  “The  world  is 
ready  for  God.  Men  everywhere,  and 
in  all  fields,  are  looking  for  God  and 
yearning  to  find  Him,”  says  Father 
Lombardi,  famous  Italian  Jesuit  “Cru¬ 
sader  of  Love.”  A  new  consciousness 
of  the  unity  and  universality,  the  holi¬ 
ness  and  apostolicity  of  the  Catholic 
Church  will  stem  from  this  Jubilee 
celebration.  The  concept  of  the  Mys¬ 
tical  Body  of  Christ,  one  organism 
both  human  and  divine,  will  instill  it¬ 
self  deeper  in  the  hearts  of  the  faith¬ 
ful.  The  Pope  has  declared  his  peace 
plan — “propitiation  for  sins  and  sanc¬ 
tity  of  life.”  Is  it  not  possible  that 
the  flood  of  graces  which  are  pouring 
through  the  Holy  Door  will  inundate 
not  only  the  Catholic  Church,  but  the 
entire  world,  quelling  the  fires  of  hate, 
quenching  the  thirst  for  justice  and 
love,  and  enriching  the  soil  of  men’s 
hearts  that  peace  and  holiness  may 
bloom  there?  Joining  with  Mary, 
Queen  of  the  World,  we  hope  and  pray 
it  be  so. 


PURE  ALTAR  WINES 


Since  1871 


The  Boone-Elder  Co. 


Successors  to 


DANIEL  A.  BOONE  &  CO. 


24  W.  CHASE  STREET 


Baltimore  1,  Maryland 


VERNON  6866-67 


Price  List,  Letters  of  Approbation  and 
Samples  Sent  Upon  Request 


SAFE  -  PURE 
RICH-CREAMY 
MILK 



Cloverland  Farms  Dairy 


Not  Connected  With  Any  Other  Dairy 


Visitors  Always  Welcome 


LAFAYETTE  4920 


1910  WINDSOR  AVENUE 


Established  1885 

M.  H.  GERRITS  &  CO. 

MAKERS  FOR  OVER  50  YEARS  OF  AMERICA’S 
FINEST  CASSOCKS  .  .  .  SUITS  AND  CLOAKS  .  .  . 

FOR  PRELATES,  PRIESTS,  SEMINARIANS 

GARMENTS  KNOWN  FOR  THEIR 
EXCELLENCE  THROUGHOUT  THE 
UNITED  STATES  AND  CANADA 


BLAKE  BUILDING 

59  TEMPLE  PLACE  501  WASHINGTON  ST. 

BOSTON  11,  MASS. 


N.B. — Our  outfits  for  prelates  are  official  in  shade  and  made 
from  the  finest  imported  materials. 


HAAS 

DEPEND  ON  HAAS  FOR  CLOTHES 


Clean,  exacting  construction  .  .  .  authentic 
styling  .  .  .  selected  fabrics.  Add  them  up 
and  you  have  the  sum  of  HAAS’  success  in 
producing  tailor-made  garments  of  quality 
and  character  .  .  .  Tell  us  your  needs  — 
you’ll  soon  see  why  we  say  —  “You  can 
depend  on  Haas.’’ 


The  Haas  Tailoring  Co. 

REDWOOD  &  PACA  STREETS 
BALTIMORE  I,  MARYLAND 

Salesroom  open  daily  till  5:30  P.M. 


The  ‘‘Lux  Domini”  Sanctolite  is  a  mix¬ 
ture  of  pure  beeswax  and  vegetable  oil-}-,  a 
combination  developed  in  the  Research 
Laboratories  of  the  Will  &  Baumer  Candle 
Co.,  where,  employing  over  ninety-four 
years  of  candle  “know-how”,  this  complete¬ 
ly  Rubrical  Sanctuary  Light  was  produced. 
It  conforms  to  the  requirements  of  Canon 
Law  1271,  and  will  not  become 
rancid  .  .  .  even  when  stored 
during  warmest  weather. 
Packed  in  glass  like  the  fa¬ 
mous  Sanctolite. 

Write  for  Complete 
Information 

T.M.  REG.  U.S.  PAT.  OFF. 


Every  “ Lux  Domini”  Sanctolite* 
is  capped  with  an  identifying 
seal  certifying  full  compliance 
with  Canon  Law  1271. 
t  Treated  to  avoid  rancidity. 


WILL  &  BAUMER  Candle  Co.,  Inc. 

Established  1855  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

The  Pioneer  Church  Candle  Manufacturers  of  America 


New  York 
15  E.  32nd  St. 


Boston 
71  Broad  St. 


Chicago 

162  N.  Franklih  St. 


Los  Angeles 
952-4  S.  Flower  St. 


Montreal 

422  Notre  Dame  St.  E. 


In  conformity 


The  new  Will  &  Baumer  Rubrical 
Sanctuary  Light 


Here  is  a  Sanctuary  Light  that  fully 
meets  the  requirements  of  CANON  LAW 
1271,  yet  is  most  practical  and  economical. 
It  avoids  the  messiness  of  handling  oils, 
and  is  less  costly  than  an  all-beeswax 
Light. 


“LUX  Domini”  SANCTOLITE* 


